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I. Common issues of the RCC Executive Committee
The RCC Executive Committee activities during the reporting period has been focused on the implementation of the statutory activities and decisions of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads (the RCC Board), the Coordination Council for Informatization of the CIS states attached to RCC (Coordination Council), decisions of  the Council of Heads of States and the Board of the CIS Heads of Governments, the RCC working bodies, and has been corresponded in general to the objectives defined to the RCC constituent documents.

In 2018 the RCC Executive Committee continued its work of preparing and submitting to the RCC Board, the Coordination Council, the RCC working bodies the proposals of their participants for its consideration at meetings and production of agreed decisions.

During the reporting period, the RCC Executive Committee organized conduction of events in which took part about 900 specialists and experts of the RCC Communications Administrations:
- 53/24 joint session of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and Coordination Council (9-10 October 2018, Ashgabat. Turkmenistan) at which were considered 28 issues and were made 26 agreed decisions (at the meeting took part 95 people);
- 54 session of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads (3 December 2018, Baku. Azerbaijan Republic) at which were considered 7 issues and were made 7 agreed decisions (at the meeting took part 57 people);
- 9 meetings of the RCC Commissions such as jointly with the RCC Telecommunication and Infocommunication Board. RCC Postal operators Board and IPA CIS – RCC Expert Council at which were considered more than 100 issues (at the meetings took part 332 people);
- 10 meetings of the Working groups at which were considered more than 80 issues (at the meetings took part more than 370 people).
A significant event in the reporting period was the holding of the 53/24th joint session of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and Coordination Council on the eve of the Plenipotentiary conference of the International Telecommunication Union 2018 (PP-18), which took place on 9-10 October 2018, Ashgabat, Turkmenistan.

The joint session of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and Coordination Council of the CIS member States attached to RCC was chaired by the Chairman of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and Coordination Council, Minister of digital development, communications and mass media of the Russian Federation Mr. Konstantin Y. Noskov. 

To the participants of the meeting addressed with a welcoming speech:

- from the host country – the Minister of communication of Turkmenistan Mr. Bayramgeldi O. Ovezov;

- from the CIS Executive Committee – Deputy Chairman of the CIS Executive Committee Mr. Sergey I. Ivanov;
- on behalf of the Director General of the UPU International Bureau Mr. Bishar Hussein – the Program coordinator for Europe, CIS and integrated coordination Mr. Andrey V. Sudakov;

 - the representative of PostEurop Mrs. Myre Lodi.
On the second day of the meeting, the Secretary General of the International Telecommunication Union, Mr. Houlin Zhao, who also addressed with welcoming speech, joined the session.
Traditionally at the final stage of RCC CAs preparations for the ITU Plenipotentiary conference the RCC Executive Committee invites the candidates for leadership positions in the ITU to attend the meetings. A distinctive feature of the 53/24th joint meeting was participation in it:
Mr. Malcolm Johnson – candidate for the post of Deputy Secretary-General of ITU from the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
- Mr. Brahima Sanou - candidate for the post of Deputy Secretary-General of ITU from Burkina Faso,
- Mr. Mindaugas Zilinskas - candidate for the post of Director of ITU Radiocommunication Bureau from the Republic of Lithuania, 
- Mr. Istvan Boezsoki - candidate for the post of Director of ITU Radiocommunication Bureau from Hungary,
- Mrs. Doreen Bogdan-Martin - candidate for the post of Director of ITU Telecommunication Development Bureau from USA,
- Mr. Cosmos Zavazava - candidate for the post of Director of ITU Telecommunication Development Bureau from Zimbabwe,
- Mr. William Ijeh - candidate for the post of Director of ITU Telecommunication Development Bureau from Nigeria.

The key issue of the meeting become the readiness of the RCC CAs for the ITU Plenipotentiary conference 2018. The Board of the RCC CAs Heads approved the work carried out by the RCC Working bodies - Commissions on international cooperation coordination, on Infocommunications, on regulation of the use of radio frequency spectrum and satellite orbits, the RCC Telecommunication and infocommunication operators Boards, the Working group on work with the ITU, on preparation of 29 RCС CAs Common proposals to PP-18.

Candidates that were nominated from the RCC communication administrations for the leadership positions of PP-18, the ITU Council and the Radio Regulations Committee were also supported by the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and CCI.
Within the frameworks of the issue of the prospects for the development of the International Telecommunication Union for the period up to 2022  was heard the information from candidates for elected positions in the ITU leadership, who shared their vision of the future development of the ITU.
Significant work was carried out by the RCC Executive Committee in conjunction with the RCC Communications Administrations in preparation for consideration at the meeting of the big block of questions related to the participation of the RCC CAs in the major international forums and their outcomes, namely:
- on the RCC CAs preparations for the World Radiocommunication Conference and Radiocommunication Assembly 2019;
- on the RCC CAs preparations for the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly 2020;

- on the results of work of the RCC CAs delegations at the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2017 and preparations of the RCC CAs delegations at the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2021; 
- on the results of work of the RCC CAs delegations at the Extraordinary Congress of the Universal Postal Union. 

At the reporting period the High-level Working Group on the Information Society Development continued its work and jointly with the RCC Executive Committee prepared the following pressing issues for consideration by the RCC CAs Board and the Coordination Council:
- on the draft Concept of cooperation of the CIS Member States in the field of digital development and the Plan of priority measures for its implementation;

- on the draft Agreement on information cooperation of the CIS Member States in the field of digital development;

- on cooperation and development of approaches of RCC participants in Internet governance;
- on the formation and use of information resources;

- on General approaches to the allocation of radio frequency spectrum for the "Internet of things" in order to harmonize it and to identify priority areas for the development of the "Internet of things" market in the RCC participants countries.
The issue of prospective areas of activities of the RCC participants countries in the field of digital development was considered in the round table format, in which the Heads of delegations of the RCC communications administrations took part.

In order to ensure the openness of the RCC, the RCC Executive Committee pursued a balanced policy of admission of new participants to the RCC. 

The Board of the RCC CAs Heads unanimously accepted as an observer the company "QMATIC", "OneWeb" and "LabQ – Go Spiral" to the RCC Telecommunication operators and Infocommunications Board, the company "GSM Association" to the RCC Commission on regulation of the use of radio frequency spectrum and satellite orbits.
Minister of digital development, communications and mass communications of the Russian Federation Mr. Konstantin Y. Noskov, was unanimously elected to the post of the Chairman of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and CCI from 1 January 2019 to 31 December 2022.

As the Deputy Chairman of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads was appointed Chairman of the communication service under the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan Mr. Beg Sabur, for a period from 1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019.

Minister of communications and Informatization of the Republic of Belarus Mr. Konstantin K. Shulgan, was appointed as the Deputy Chairman of the Coordination Council of the CIS member States on Informatization attached to RCC for the period from 1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019.
According to the established practice in the period of the joint joint session of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and Coordination council, multilateral meetings and bilateral meetings between the Chairman of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads, Heads of the RCC CAs delegations and the leadership of the ITU and UPU were held. 


Within the frameworks of the second day of the above-mentioned event, delegations of the RCC countries took part in the opening of the 11th International conference on telecommunications, telemetry and information technologies of Turkmenistan "TurkmenTel-2018".
The 54th session of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads was held on 3 December 2018 (Baku, Azerbaijan Republic) on the eve of the 24th Azerbaijan international exhibition-conference "Telecommunications, Innovations and High Technologies" BAKUTEL - 2018 (December 4-7, 2018).
The session of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads was chaired by the Chairman of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and Coordination Council, Minister of digital development, communications and mass media of the Russian Federation Mr. Konstantin Y. Noskov. 

To the participants of the meeting addressed with a welcoming speech Minister of Transport, Communications and High Technologies of the Republic of Azerbaijan Mr. Ramin Namig oglu Guluzade.
One of the key point of the meeting became the issue on the outcomes of the work of the RCC CAs delegations at the ITU Plenipotentiary conference 2018, as well as the activity of the RCC Executive Committee on the tasks of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and the work of the ITU Regional office for CIS countries at the Plenipotentiary conference. Heads of delegations of the RCC communications administrations took part in the discussion.

The Board of the RCC CAs Heads endorsed the work of the RCC CAs delegations at the Plenipotentiary conference, noting the consolidated and cohesive position of the Commonwealth participants during the Conference, which ensured the reflection of the 
RCC Common proposals in the final documents of the PP-18.
The participants of the meeting also discussed a large range of issues related to topical issues of the industry development:

- on the formation of the digital market in the RCC participants countries;

- on the role of the government and the private sector in the digital economy programmes of the RCC participants countries;

- on the legislative basis for the development of the information society;

- on the Protocol on making amendments to the Agreement on cooperation in the development and use of mobile cellular communication systems of 17 January 1997;

- on implementation of the sustainable development Goals in the RCC participants countries (1000 days from the date of adoption of the global Agenda until 2030).

On the issue of improving the work of the High-level working group on the development of the information society, the Board of the RCC CAs Heads approved the proposal of the RCC Executive Committee to amend its Position regarding the election of the Chairman of the HLWG and his Deputy/Deputies.
Deputy Minister of transport, communications and high technologies of the Republic of Azerbaijan Mr. Velizade Elmir Tofig oglu was unanimously elected as the Chairman of the High-level working group on the development of the information society by the decision of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads.

According to the results of the 54th session of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads it was held a solemn ceremony of awarding Orders, Medals and certificates of Honor of the Regional Commonwealth in the field of communication of the RCC participants which the most distinguished in the preparation and work of the ITU Plenipotentiary conference 2018. 

During the second day of the meeting, the participants attended the opening of the 24th Azerbaijan international exhibition-conference "Telecommunications, Innovations and High Technologies" BAKUTEL - 2018.
A significant event for the RCC communications administrations and the RCC Executive Committee in 2018 became the 20th Plenipotentiary conference of the International Telecommunication Union, which took place in the period from 29 October  to 16 November 2018 at the Dubai world trade center of the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

Mr. Majed Sultan al-Mesmar (UAE) was elected as Chairman of the PP-18.

The Conference was attended by delegations of the RCC CAs: Republic of Armenia, Azerbaijan Republic, Republic of Belarus, Georgia, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of Moldova, Russian Federation, Republic of Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Republic of Uzbekistan, Ukraine, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic of Bulgaria, Republic of Latvia, Republic of Lithuania, Republic of Slovenia, International space communication organization "INTERSPUTNIK", Intergovernmental organization EUTELSAT, as well as representatives of the RCC Executive Committee.

At the plenary meetings of the Plenipotentiary conference from our region the political statements were made by the Minister for digital development, communications and mass communications of the Russian Federation Mr. Konstantin Y. Noskov, Minister of transport, communications and high technologies of the Azerbaijan Republic Mr. Ramin Namig oglu Guluzade, Vice-Chairman of the State Committee of information technologies and communications of the Kyrgyz Republic Mr. Almambet A. Amatov and Vice-Minister of information and communication of the Republic of Kazakhstan Mr. Daryn Sh. Tuyakov.
At the 20th ITU Plenipotentiary conference were re-elected for a second term:

- ITU Secretary-General Mr. Houlin Zhao (China);
- ITU Deputy Secretary-General Mr. Malcolm Johnson (United Kindom);
- Director of the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Bureau Mr. Chaesub Lee (Korea).
Mrs. Doreen Bogdan-Martin (USA) was elected for the post of Director of ITU Telecommunication Development Bureau, Mr. Mario Manevich (Uruguay) was elected for the post of Director of ITU Radiocommunication Bureau.
Mrs. Sahiba Hasanova (Republic of Azerbaijan) and Nikolai Varlamov (Russian Federation) were elected to the ITU Radio Regulations Committee. 

The Azerbaijan Republic and the Russian Federation were elected to ITU Council from region C.
To the leadership of the Conference from the RCC were elected:

- for the post of Vice-Chairman of PP-18 - Chairman of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and CCI, Minister of digital development, communications and mass media of the Russian Federation Mr. Konstantin Y. Noskov,

- for the post of Vice-Chairman of Committee 2 (Credentials Committee) – Mrs. Umida R. Musayeva (Republic of Uzbekistan),

  - for the post of Vice-Chairman of Committee 3 (Committee on budget control) – Mr. Jafarov Nazim Kazim oglu (Azerbaijan Republic),

   - for the post of Vice-Chairman of Committee 4 (Drafting Committee) – Mr. Dmitry V. Cherkesov (Russian Federation),

   - for the post of Vice-Chairman of Committee 5 (Committee on politics and legal issues) – Mr. Albert B. Nalbandian (Republic of Armenia),

   - for the post of Vice-Chairman of the Committee 6 (Committee on administration and management) – Mr. Timofey G. Kim (Republic of Kazakhstan),

   -for the post of Vice-Chairman of the Working group of the Plenum – Mr. Andrey S. Zhivov (Russian Federation).

All contributions prepared by the RCC were presented by the coordinators from the RCC administrations and reflected in the outcome documents of the Conference. 

From the RCC CAs were prepared 29 Common proposals on PP-18, which the ITU Secretariat has reformatted into 35 proposals, similar to the documents of other regional organizations. 

The Plenipotentiary conference, at its first plenary meeting, considered and approved one of the most important proposals of the RCC aimed at developing of the reasonable ITU Strategic and Financial plans for 2020-2023. 

The ITU budget has been increased by almost 10 units (about 3 million Swiss francs per year). In accordance with the RCC proposal, the final ceiling of the unit of contribution of 318,000 Swiss francs (unchanged from the previous period) was approved, that became a huge victory for the countries of our Commonwealth.
The Common Proposals of the RCC at the PP-18 also related to such important and fundamental issues as: 

- role of the ITU in international public policy issues related to the Internet, implementation of World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) outcomes and achievement of Sustainable Development Goals(SDGs);

- advance the “Connect 2020” Agenda till 2030 for sustainable development with broadband coverage;

- revision of the international telecommunication Regulations; 

- strategic, financial and operational planning in ITU;

- promoting the development of the “Internet of things”, as well as research related to the  OTT;

- ITU's role in child protection in the online environment;

- the fight against counterfeit devices telecommunication/ICT;

- human resources management and development; 

- non-discriminatory access to new telecommunication/ICT technologies;

- improvement of the working methods of the Radio Regulations Committee;

- deployment of IMT 2020 and next generation networks in developing countries;

- use of telecommunications/ICT to bridge the digital divide and build an inclusive information society and a number of other issues.

In accordance with established practice, meetings of RCC delegations were held daily during the Plenipotentiary conference in order to coordinate and develop a common agreed position on the agenda.
16 RCC Coordination meetings were held at total. 

As practice shows, coordination meetings allow to determine priorities and coordinate the positions of the RCC countries on the agenda, contribute to the provision of assistance and support for the protection of mutual interests. 

At the Coordination meetings of the RCC were discussed the results of the last day of the Conference, the information of the Vice-chairmen of the PP-18 Committees and coordinators of the  Common Proposals of the RCC on the progress in the promotion of the contributions of the RCC, as well as coordinated decisions on the development of concerted action at the meetings of the ad hoc groups held simultaneously in several halls. 

Traditionally, the leadership of the ITU participates at the RCC coordination meetings.

So on 15 November, the RCC coordination meeting was attended by ITU Secretary-General Mr. Houlin Zhao, Deputy Secretary-General of ITU Mr. Malcolm Johnson, Director of the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Bureau Mr. Сhaesub Lee, Director of the ITU Telecommunication Development Bureau Mrs. Doreen Bogdan-Martin, Director of the ITU Radiocommunication Bureau Mr. Mario Manevich. 

Within the framework of the Plenipotentiary conference, the procedure of signing the Program of cooperation in the field of telecommunications and information and communication technologies between the Regional Commonwealth in the field of communications and the African Telecommunication Union for 2019-2022 was held. In accordance with the Memorandum of understanding between the RCC and ATU signed on 23 September 2002 in the city of Marrakech, Morocco, the parties agreed to continue cooperation within their competence, reaffirming their commitment to the decisions of the World Summit on the Information Society and the International Telecommunication Union.
Another important event for the RCC CAs and the RCC Executive Committee in 2018 was the preparation and participation in the Extraordinary Congress of the Universal Postal Union (3 September – 7 October 2018, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia).

At the opening ceremony of the Congress the Director General of UPU Mr. Bishar Hussein stressed the need to develop a compromise and consensus on the protection of the future international postal network.

The Chairman of the UPU Extraordinary Congress was Mrs. Ubah Husien Mohammed, Minister of communications and information technology of Ethiopia. 

The UPU Extraordinary Congress was attended by representatives of the RCC CAs: the Azerbaijan Republic, the Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Belarus, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Russian Federation and the RCC Executive Committee.

At the UPU Extraordinary Congress were considered the issues related to the reform of the Union, the Plan for the integration of products and the Plan for the integration of payment for 2019 - 2020, the reform of the system applied by the UPU to the contributions of member countries, issues of sustainable development of the social insurance Fund.

The most pressing issue of the Congress became the reform of the system applied to UPU contributions. The RCC was opposed to a new methodology for calculating contributions, since the proposed hybrid model did not meet the criteria of fairness, transparency and objectivity in reflecting countries' capacity to pay and was in fact tailored to the interests of only one group of States by imposing an additional and economically unjustified financial burden on others.

During the UPU Extraordinary Congress was held a Ministerial-level strategy Conference on the theme "The transfer of the postal sector to stimulate socio-economic development". The Conference was attended by Deputy Minister of communications and Informatization of the Republic of Belarus Mrs. Natalia M. Gordeenko and Deputy Minister of digital development, communications and mass media of the Russian Federation Mr. Oleg V. Voitenko.
With the aim of coordinating the positions of the RCC communications administrations and working out a common coordinated position of the RCC administrations on agenda issues of the UPU Extraordinary Congress the daily Coordination meetings of the RCC were held.
At the Coordination meetings were held the joint consultations of the RCC participants delegations on the agenda items, provided assistance and support to each other in the protection of the mutual interests of the RCC CAs.

Within the framework of the UPU Extraordinary Congress, the procedure of signing of the Program of cooperation in the field of postal services between the Regional Commonwealth in the field of communication and the Postal Union of the Americas, Spain and Portugal for 2018 – 2022 was held.

During the Extraordinary Congress the working meetings between the leadership the RCC Executive Committee, the European conference of postal and telecommunication administrations, the Association of European postal operators of the public sector, the Pan-African Postal Union and PostEurope were held.

As a result of the second UPU Extraordinary Congress, the UPU reform proposals developed by the task force of the UPU Administrative Council and the recommendations of the Administrative Council task force aimed at improving the financial situation of the UPU social insurance Fund were adopted.

Thanks to the joint coordinated work of the delegations of the RCC communication administrations, it was possible to prevent decisions that could be detrimental to the interests of the RCC countries. 

According to the results of the UPU Extraordinary Congress the UPU member countries were signed the Final acts of the Second UPU Extraordinary Congress. 
In the reporting year, the RCC Executive Committee continued to work on the preparation of proposals for the harmonization of the regulatory framework in the field of communications and information and communication technologies and the organization of the development of methodological documents, reference and analytical materials of interest to RCC participants.
In the reporting period, the Expert Council of IPA CIS – RCC continued its work. The 19th meeting of the Expert Council was held on 31 May 2018, St. Petersburg, Russian Federation. 

The event was attended by the Deputy Secretary General of the IPA CIS Council the plenipotentiary representative of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation Mrs. Irina V. Sokolova. 

Within the frameworks of the Expert Council of IPA CIS-RCC participants discussed the draft model laws:

- on personal data; 

- on scientific and technical information;

- on notarial acts in electronic format in case of cross-border information exchange:

- on the development of the information society.

The main activities of the Coordination Council are the establishment of multilateral mutually beneficial cooperation of the CIS countries in the field of ICT, coordinated actions in the formation of a common information space of the CIS, the convergence of the regulatory framework, the exchange of information resources, a comprehensive solution to the problem of information security, ensuring the successful integration of the CIS Member States into the global information society.

In the reporting year, the RCC Executive Committee continued its interaction with the CIS Executive Committee to support implementation:

 - of the Action plan for the implementation of the third stage of the economic development Strategy of the Commonwealth of Independent States for the period up to 2020;

- of the Strategy of cooperation of the CIS Member States in the construction and development of the information society and Action Plan for its implementation for the period up to 2025,

- on the Agreements on the conditions of inter-operator settlements in the provision of international telecommunication services in the CIS Member States

- on the Agreements on cooperation between the CIS Member States in the development and use of mobile cellular communication systems from 17 January 1997.
In order to update the Agreement on cooperation between the CIS Member States in the development and use of mobile cellular communication systems from 17 January 1997, on the basis of proposals received from the CIS Member States, the CIS Executive Committee developed a draft Protocol on amendments to the said document. 

The RCC Executive Committee organized the approval of the draft Protocol on amendments to the Agreement on cooperation between the CIS Member States in the development and use of mobile cellular communication systems from 17 January 1997:

- at the 40/36th joint meeting of the RCC Commission on Infocommunications and the Telecommunication and infocommunication operators Board (21-22 February 2018),

- at the meeting of the Expert group (22 March 2018),

- at the meeting of the Commission on economic Affairs under the CIS Economic Council (16 May 2018),

- at the meeting of the CIS Economic Council (14 September 2018).

On 2 November 2018 in Astana, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the meeting of the CIS Council of the Heads of government was held, in which the Protocol on amendments to the Agreement was approved and signed by the Prime Ministers of the CIS Member States.

The changes made by the document update the current Agreement. 

In particular, for the first time in the legal framework of the CIS introduced into circulation the phrase "mobile electronic communication", as well as "the use of modern digital standards of radiotelephone communication".
The RCC Executive Committee in 2018 continued its work of improving the RCC website. A new section has been created on the site, which contains information about business projects of the RCC participants (http://www.rcc.org.ru/about/business_projects/proposals ).

As part of the statutory activities of the RCC, the Executive Committee worked on the preparation and publication of specialized newsletters "RCC News" dedicated to the ITU Plenipotentiary conference 2018 and the Extraordinary Congress of the Universal Postal Union.

In 2018, the RCC Executive Committee, jointly with the leadership of the ITU regional office for CIS countries, the UPU International Bureau and the RCC CAs, organized and held 23 regional international workshops on ICT and postal communication, which were attended by more than 550 specialists of communication administrations and RCC operators.

The seminars focused on important aspects of the industry, as well as constructive dialogue with leading experts from different countries.
In 2018 the next meetings promoted the development of the ICT industry in our region were held:

- Forum of the World Summit on the Information Society (19-23 March 2018, Geneva, Switzerland);

- 30th International Exhibition of information and communication technologies "Communication" (24-27 April 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation);

- 22nd International Forum of the International Academy of Communications (26 April 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation);

- 25th International Forum on Information and Communication technologies TIBO-2018 (14-18 May 2018, Minsk, Republic of Belarus);

- ITU regional Forum "Internet of things, communication networks and big data as the infrastructure basis of the Digital economy" (4-6 June 2018, St. Petersburg, Russian Federation);

- 3rd Central Asian Internet governance Forum (21-22 June 2018, Astana, Republic of Kazakhstan);

- 2nd annual Сonference on spectrum management for CIS countries and Central and South-Eastern Europe, ITU Regional seminar "Development of broadband using 4G and 5G technologies” (17-20 September 2018, Almaty, Republic of Kazakhstan);

- 2nd annual Central Asian innovation day "Huawei" (September 25, 2018, Tashkent, Republic of Uzbekistan);

- 11th International Conference on telecommunications, telemetry and information technologies of Turkmenistan "TurkmenTel-2018" (10-11 October 2018, Ashgabat, Turkmenistan);

– Conference GSMA Mobile -360 Russia and CIS (30-31 October 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation);

- 24th Azerbaijan International Exhibition and Conference "Telecommunications, innovations and high technologies" BakuTel-2018 (4 - 7 December 2018, Baku, Azerbaijan Republic).
The RCC Executive Committee employees preparated the necessary materials to ensure the participation of the RCC Executive Committee leadership and the RCC working bodies leadership at the international conferences:
· Welcome speech of the RCC Executive Committee Director General Mr. Nurudin N. Mukhitdinov at the  at the Regional workshop on ICT statistics (31 January – 1 February 2018, Almaty, Republic of Kazakhstan);
· Welcome speech of the RCC Executive Committee Director General Mr. Nurudin N. Mukhitdinov at the workshop "Digital Central Asia South Asia (CASA), organized at the initiative of the World Bank (3 February 2018, Almaty, Republic of Kazakhstan);
· Speech and presentation of the RCC Executive Committee Director General Mr. Nurudin N. Mukhitdinov at the 30th International Exhibition of information and communication technologies "Communication" (24-27 April 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation);
· Speech and presentation of the RCC Executive Committee Director General Mr. Nurudin N. Mukhitdinov at the 22nd International Forum of the International Academy of Communications (26 April 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation);
· Speech and presentation of the RCC Executive Committee Director General Mr. Nurudin N. Mukhitdinov at the 25th International Forum on Information and Communication technologies TIBO-2018 (14-18 May 2018, Minsk, Republic of Belarus);
- Welcome speech of the RCC Executive Committee Director General Mr. Nurudin N. Mukhitdinov at the UPU regional strategic project workshop "Operational readiness for e-Commerce for Europe and CIS countries" for designated operators in Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (15 May 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation);
- Welcome speech of the RCC Executive Committee Deputy Director General Mrs. Natalia Ye. Zorya at the ITU regional workshop for CIS countries "Development Trends and experience in the use of satellite communication technologies" (22-23 May 2018, Minsk, Republic of Belarus);
- Welcome speech of the RCC Executive Committee Director General Mr. Nurudin N. Mukhitdinov at the ITU regional workshop for CIS countries "Development of broadband access" (29-30 May 2018, Dushanbe, Republic of Tajikistan);

- Speech and presentation of the RCC Executive Committee Director General Mr. Nurudin N. Mukhitdinov at the 3rd Central Asian forum on Internet governance (21-22 June 2018, Astana, Republic of Kazakhstan);
- Speech and presentation of the RCC Executive Committee Director General Mr. Nurudin N. Mukhitdinov at the ITU Regional workshop "National strategies for digital transformation" and the workshop on the development of regional cooperation within the framework of the regional program "Digital CASA" (28-29 August 2018, S. Bai, Issyk-Kul region, Kyrgyz Republic);
- Welcome speech of the RCC Executive Committee Director General Mr. Nurudin N. Mukhitdinov at the training workshop of the UPU Regional strategic project "Operational readiness for e-Commerce for Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia" on certification process management systems, fuel and lubricants, quality management and preliminary electronic data (25-27 September 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation);

- Welcome speech of the RCC Executive Committee Deputy Director General Mr. Almazbek Kadyrkulov at the 2nd annual Central Asian innovation day "Huawei» (25 September 2018, Tashkent, Republic of Uzbekistan);

- Welcome speech of the RCC Executive Committee Director General Mr. Nurudin N. Mukhitdinov at the international event "Competition Week in Russia" organized by the Federal Antimonopoly service of the Russian Federation (24-27 September 2018, Sochi, Russian Federation);

- Speech and presentation of the RCC Executive Committee Director General Mr. Nurudin N. Mukhitdinov at the 11th International Conference on telecommunications, telemetry and information technologies of Turkmenistan "TurkmenTel-2018" (10-11 October 2018, Ashgabat, Turkmenistan);

- Welcome speech of the RCC Executive Committee Director General Mr. Nurudin N. Mukhitdinov at the meeting of Ministers of the black sea economic cooperation (BSEC) responsible for information and communication technologies (4 December 2018, Baku, Azerbaijan Republic).

- Welcome speech of the RCC Executive Committee Director General Mr. Nurudin N. Mukhitdinov at the joint PostEurop and FSUE "Russian post" workshop on postal security and income protection (7 December 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation).
Detailed information on the RCC activities in the reporting period is set out in Parts II-X.

II. Cooperation with international and regional organizations ITU and UPU
In the reporting period the RCC Executive Committee was continued its work on development of the cooperation with other regional and international organizations in the field of communications and infirmatization according to the decisions of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and the Coordination Council, as well as according to the previously concluded bilateral agreements (Memorandums of Understanding, Cooperation Programs). 

The priority issues of the RCC Executive Committee in the field of communication with international and regional organizations ITU and UPU of last year were:
- preparation to the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2018

- preparation to the World Radiocommunication Conference 2019 and Radiocommunication Assembly 2019;

- preparations to the UPU Extraordinary Congress

- preparations to the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly 2020.
The RCC Executive Committee was working to provide the RCC participants with the necessary powers on submission of information on the preparation and formation of the RCC CAs Common proposals to the ITU Conferences at the following meetings:
- Committee of the European Conference of postal and ITU Telecommunications (Com-ITU) (26-29 March 2018, Copenhagen, Denmark);

- Working group of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission on the preparation for PP-18 (22-25 May 2018, Lima, Peru);

- 3rd meeting of the Asia-Pacific television community on preparation for the PP-18 (18-21 June 2018, Melbourne, Australia);

- 3rd meeting of the League of Arab States on preparation for the PP-18 (27-28 June 2018, Muscat, Oman);

- 4th meeting of the African Telecommunication Union on preparation for PP-18 (13-14 August 2018, Nairobi, Kenya);

- preparatory group of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission on preparation for PP-18 (20-24 August 2018, Washington, USA);

- 4th meeting of the Asia-Pacific television community on preparation for PP-18 (27-30 August 2018, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia);

- 4th meeting of the League of Arab States on preparation for the PP-18 (23-28 September 2018, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia);

- ITU informal regional meeting on preparation for PP-18 (26-27 September 2018, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia).
Participation of the RCC CAs representatives at the regional preparatory meetings of the other ITU regions is an important aspect for determining of global development trends of telecommunication, information and communication technologies, searching for best practices and their fruitful use under the RCC space.
A regular Coordination meeting of representatives of the Regional Commonweath in the field of communications (RCC) and European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations (CEPT) was held at the ITU Regional office for CIS countries (5-6 October 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation).
At the Coordination meeting, the parties informed each other about the preparations for the ITU World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-19), exchanged views on agenda items, the structure of the WRC-19, and discussed the frequency aspects of the PP-18.

Representatives of the RCC at the meeting were guided by the provisions of the document "RCC CAs Position on WRC-19 Agenda items" (version of 13 March 2018) that was recommended for use in the work of the RCC Commission on the regulation of the use of radio frequency spectrum and satellite orbits.
This meeting was organized within the framework of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Regional Commonweath in the field of communications and CEPT. 
The main topic of the meeting was the issue of preparations for the World Radiocommunication Conference 2019. Representatives from Great Britain, Germany, France and Sweden participated in the meeting from the CEPT. Representatives from the CA of Armenia, the Russian Federation, the Kyrgyz Republic and the RCC Executive Committee participated in the meeting from the RCC.
The leadership of the RCC Executive Committee participated in the session of the Administrative Council of the Universal Postal Union (23-27 April 2018, Bern, Switzerland). 
Within the framework of the session of the UPU Administrative Council, an informal meeting between the Director General of the UPU International Bureau Mr. Bishara A. Hussein, and representatives of regional organizations was held.

The purpose of the informal meeting was to define a strategy for interaction between the UPU and the regional unions with a view to strengthening linkages and coherence in the various existing working methods and procedures of the UPU and the regional unions, including consideration of new forms of cooperation that would allow developing countries of the regional unions to benefit even more from this framework.

The representative of the RCC Executive Committee expressed support for the UPU IB on the development of a Regional training centre for Europe and the CIS in Moscow, which was opened in September 2015. The informal meeting was also attended by representatives of 12 regional UPU organizations.
The RCC Executive Committee assisted in the organization and involvement of relevant specialists of the related topics of UPU International Bureau workshops, such as:

- Operational readiness for e-Commerce for designated operators in Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia on transport, security and detailed process mapping for phase 2 (15 May 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation);

- Operational readiness for e-Commerce for the countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia on certification process management systems, fuels and lubricants, quality management and preliminary electronic data (25-27 September 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation);

- joint workshop of PostEurop and FSUE "Russian post" on postal security and income protection (7 December 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation).
In the reporting year, the RCC Executive Committee continued its interaction with the ITU Area Office and the UPU International Bureau on optimization of planning of realizarion of the ITU and UPU workshops and meetings of the RCC relevant working bodies on related topics.

III. International Cooperation Coordination
The RCC Executive Committee in the reporting year continued organization of work on preparation of the RCC Communications Administrations Common proposals submitted to the Conferences, Congresses and Forums of international communication organizations and to their Working bodies reflecting the common interests of the RCC participants.

In 2018 the RCC Executive Committee jointly with the RCC CAs were prepared and carried out: 
- 34th meeting of the RCC Commission on International Cooperation Coordination (20 August 2018, videoconference, Moscow, Russian Federation);

- joint 35/23rd meeting of the RCC Commission on International Cooperation Coordination and the Working group on work with ITU under the CICC (27 August 2018, Bayet, Issyk-Kul region, Kyrgyz Republic).
At the 34th meeting of the CICC were discussed the issues related to the final stage of preparation of the RCC CAs for the ITU Plenipotentiary conference 2018, namely:

- draft Common proposals of the RCC CAs to PP-18 and the appointment of coordinators of Common Proposals of the RCC; 

- participation of the RCC CAs delegations in the preparatory meetings of regional organizations for the ITU Plenipotentiary conference 2018;

- the nomination of 2 experts from the CIS region to the Group on capacity-building initiatives of the International Telecommunication Union.
The joint 35/23rd meeting of the RCC Commission on International Cooperation Coordination and the Working group on work with ITU under the CICC was held in an expanded format. 

The meeting was attended by invited representatives of the ITU regional office for CIS countries, the European conference of post and telecommunications, the League of Arab States, the candidate for the post of Deputy Secretary General of ITU from Burkina Faso, the candidates for the ITU Radio Regulation Board from the RCC and Japan countries. 

The following issues were discussed at the joint meeting:

- on the final stage of the RCC CAs preparations for PP-18;

- on the interaction of the RCC with the international and regional organizations in order to prepare for the forums of the ITU and UPU;

- election of 2 experts from the CIS region to the ITU Group on capacity-building initiatives;

- the final stage of preparation of the RCC CAs for the UPU Extraordinary congress.

The joint meeting of the CICC and ITU WG resulted in the approval of the texts of 29 RCC Common proposals to the PP-18.
However, the RCC Executive Committee was requested until 15 September 2018 to carry out the coordination of the RCC CP with the RCC communications administrations at PP-18 and send them to the ITU by established procedure.

At the joint meeting, the candidates of the Kyrgyz Republic and Russian Federation communications administrations were supported and nominated from the CIS region as 2 experts to the Group on capacity-building initiatives for the next 4-year period. 

The participants of the joint meeting were also informed about the position of the RCC participants countries on the agenda of the UPU Extraordinary Congress. In General, they endorsed the General proposal for the reform of the Universal Postal Union and the proposed amendments to the Constitution, General rules and Internal regulations of the congresses, under which UPU remains an intergovernmental organization and a specialized Agency of the United Nations. 

On 27 August 2018, within the framework of the 35/23rd joint meeting of the CICC and ITU WG, a bilateral meeting of representatives of the delegation of the Regional Commonwealth in the field of communications and the League of Arab States where were discussed the preparations for the PP-18 was held. 

The following issues were discussed during the bilateral meeting:

- list of RCC Common Proposals to PP-18;

- preparation for the informal inter-regional meeting on questions of preparation for PP-18 (26 - 27 September, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia);

- the desirability of further consultations and exchange of views among regional organizations during the preparation and conduction of the PP-18.

During the discussion, representatives of the League of Arab States asked specific questions on the preparation of the RCC Common Proposals. Representatives of the RCC informed about the further procedure of approval of the RCC Common Proposals for sending them to the PP-18. 

At the same time, issues related to the removal of disagreements and the identification of coordinators and co-coordinators of the RCC Common Proposals on the PP-18 were discussed. The possibility of working on the creation of special groups in messengers to ensure interaction between coordinators and co-coordinators of the RCC Common Proposals during the period of work of PP-18.

During the reporting period, the RCC Executive Committee, together with the RCC CAs, also held three meetings of the Working group on work with ITU under the CICC in the format of a videoconference: the 20th meeting (6 March 2018); the 21st meeting (26 June 2018); the 22nd meeting (20 August 2018).
IV. Development of informational society
In the reporting period the activity of the RCC communication administrations and the RCC Executive Committee was aimed for further interaction between the RCC participants on issues related to the development information society in the RCC participants’ countries.
The Forum World Summit on the Information Society has created an effective mechanism for coordination in the development of multilateral cooperation between the RCC participants countries in the field of information society development (19 - 23 March 2018, Geneva, Switzerland).

The slogan of the WSIS Forum 2018 is "Usage of ICT to build societies, based on information and knowledge in the interest of achieving the sustainable development Goals".

The main topics of the Forum were initiatives to expand ICT coverage in the priority areas of the key sustainable development Goals of the UN, such as health, hunger eradication, education, youth integration, employment, women's empowerment, environmental protection, infrastructure and innovation.
According to the agenda of the WSIS Forum 2018, more than 200 specialized workshops were held on a wide range of topics identified within the framework of the stakeholder process.

More than 2,500 information and communication technology experts participated in the WSIS Forum, including 85 Ministers and Deputy Ministers, ambassadors, Directors-General and civil society leaders who contributed to the programme of the event. 

PJSC Rostelecom (Russian Federation) became the winner in the nomination "Social program for digital equality". The RCC Executive Committee together with the RCC as and members of the Telecommunication and infocommunication operators Board provided assistance and support to PJSC Rostelecom to receive a worthy award.

Following the WSIS and the world trends of the information society, in most of the RCC CAs has developed and is implementing the national concept and strategy of ICT development and programmes of information society building.
In September 2018, the RCC Executive Committee prepared:

- draft Concept of cooperation of the Commonwealth of Independent States in the field of digital development and Plan of priority measures for its implementation;

- draft Agreement on information cooperation between the member States of the Commonwealth of Independent States in the field of digital development.

The RCC Executive Committee requested the members of the High-level Working group on the development of the information society to consider the above documents and take a decision on correspondence. 

Most members of the HLWG supported this decision. At the 53/24 joint meeting of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and the Coordination Council of the CIS member States on Informatization attached to the RCC, the drafts of the above documents were approved.

In pursuance of the decisions of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and the Coordination Council draft Agreements and Concepts were sent to the CIS Executive Committee for further consideration in the prescribed manner.
At present, the draft Concept and Plan of priority events have been reviewed and approved by the Expert group on the coordination of the draft Concept of cooperation of the Commonwealth of Independent States Member States in the field of digital development and the Plan of priority activities for its implementation.

Further consideration of the above documents is planned within the frameworks of the Commission on economic Affairs of the CIS Economic Council in February 2019 in Moscow in the office of the CIS Executive Committee.
V. Telecommunications and Infocommunications
Activities of the RCC working bodies in the field of Telecommunications and Infocommunications development was carried out in accordance with the orders of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and relevant RCC working bodies.
In 2018 the RCC Executive Committee jointly with the RCC CAs prepared and carried out:

- joint 40/36th joint meeting of the RCC Infocommunications Commission and the RCC Telecommunication and Infocommunication Operators Board (RCC TIOB) (21-22 February 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation).
- 5th meeting of the Working group on satellite technologies (WG ST) under the RCC TIOB (22-23 May 2018, Minsk, Republic of Belarus);

- 6th meeting of the Working group on satellite technologies (WG ST) under the RCC TIOB (17 December 2018, Minsk, Republic of Belarus);

- 41/37th joint meeting of the RCC Commission on Infocommunications and the Telecommunication and Infocommunication operators Board (18 - 19 December 2018, Minsk, Republic of Belarus).
Within the framework of the 40/36th joint meeting of the RCC Infocommunications Commission and the RCC Telecommunication and Infocommunication Operators Board was approved adoption by the membership of the RCC TIOB companies "QMATIC", "OneWeb" and "LabQ – Go Spiral as observers.
The participants of the joint meeting approved the proposal of the Headquarters for joint investigations of violations of the Antimonopoly legislation of the CIS Member States to develop a report on "Formation of competition policy in the context of the digital economy" and include its preparation in the Plan of work of the RCC Commission on Infocommunications and the RCC Telecommunication and Infocommunication Operators Board for 2018.

At the 40/36th joint meeting of the RCC Commission on Infocommunications and the RCC Telecommunication and Infocommunication Operators Board the following topical issues were considered:

- on the outcomes of work of the RCC CAs delegations at the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2017 and the preparation of the RCC CAs to the WTDC-21;

- on the preparation of the RCC CAs to the ITU Plenipotentiary conference 2018;

- on the implementation of the Agreement on the conditions of inter-operator settlements in the provision of international telecommunication services in the CIS Member States;

- amendments to the Agreement on cooperation in the development and use of mobile cellular communication systems from 17 January 1997;

- on the draft Memorandum on combating fraud on telecommunication networks;

- on the activities of the RCC Working group on standardization under the RCC Commission on information and communication;

- on the activities of the Working group on development, management and operation of communication networks under the RCC Telecommunication and Infocommunication Operators Board;

- on the activities of the Working group on satellite-based technologies under the RCC Telecommunication and Infocommunication Operators Board;
- proposals of the Working group on information security of interacting communication networks under the RCC Telecommunication and Infocommunication operators Board.

At the joint meeting, preliminary draft RCC Common proposals to the PP-18 were supported and submitted to the discussuin at the 34/20 joint meeting of the RCC Commission for the international cooperation coordination (CICC) and the Working group on work with the ITU under the CICC. 

The joint meeting considered a number of issues related to the activities of the ITU Expert Group on International Telecommunication Regulations: 

- on the results of meetings of the ITU Council Working groups and the Expert Group on International Telecommunication Regulations;

- preparations for the final meeting of the ITU Expert Group on International Telecommunication Regulations. 

As a result of the discussion, the draft contribution to the final meeting of the ITU Expert Group on International Telecommunication Regulations was supported as a Common proposal from the RCC Communications administrations and RCC Telecommunication operators.

During a discussion on the Plan of work of the RCC Infocommunications commission and RCC Telecommunication and Infocommunication operators Board to 2018 - 2022 it was decided to post the information of the RCC TIOB participants on business projects on the RCC website: http://www.rcc.org.ru. 
The 41/37th joint meeting of the RCC Infocommunications Commission and RCC TIOB was held on 18-19 December 2018, Minsk, Republic of Belarus.

The participants of the meeting exchanged views on the issue "On promising areas of activity of telecommunication and infocommunications operators of the RCC countries". The following reports and presentations were presented on prospective directions of activity and development of telecommunication/ICT. Taking into account the discussion, the participants of the joint meeting approved the Plan of work of the RCC Infocommunications Commission and RCC TIOB for 2019-2022.

Within the framework of the 41/37th joint meeting of the RCC Infocommunications Commission and RCC TIOB the following topical issues were discussed:     

 - on the progress of RCC CAs preparations for the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly 2020;

- on actualization of activities of the RCC Working group on standardization under the RCC Infocommunications Commission;

- on the preparations of the RCC CAs for the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2021;

- on the International Telecommunication Regulations;

- on the results of the work of the RCC  CAs delegations at the ITU Plenipotentiary conference 2018 and the preparations for the ITU Plenipotentiary conference 2022;

 - on ITU regional activities in 2019;

- on Protocol on amendments to the Agreement on cooperation in the development and use of mobile cellular communication systems from 17 January 1997;

- on the implementation of the Agreement on the conditions of inter-operator settlements in the provision of international telecommunication services in the CIS Member States;

- on preparation of the draft Agreement on the basis of the Memorandum on combating fraud on telecommunication networks;

- on the draft Action Plan of the basic organization of the CIS Member States engaged in methodological and organizational and technical support of work in the field of information and communication technologies in the near future.
Within the framework of the 41/37th joint meeting folowing reports were heard:

- on the activities of the Working group on satellite technologies under the RCC TIOB;

- on the activities of the Working group on the development, management and operation of communication networks under the RCC TIOB.

During the reporting period, two meetings of the Working group on satellite technologies under the RCC Telecommunication and Infocommunication operators Board (WG ST under the RCC TIOB) were held.

The 5th meeting of the Working group on satellite technologies under the RCC TIOB    was held in an expanded format jointly with the participants of the ITU Regional workshop for the CIS countries "Development Trends and experience in the use of satellite communication technologies" (22 - 23 May 2018, Minsk, Republic of Belarus).

During the 5th meeting of the Working group the following issues were considered:

- election of Vice-Chaiman of the WG ST under the RCC TIOB;

- summarizing the results of the ITU Regional workshop "Development Trends and experience in the use of satellite communication technologies”;

- Plan of work of the Working group on satellite technologies under the RCC TIOB in the near future. 

The 6th meeting of the Working group on satellite technologies under the RCC TIOB was held on 17 December 2018, Minsk, Republic of Belarus.

During the meeting, the participants exchanged views on topical issues:    

- use of new satellite technologies;

 - satellite communication systems in non-geostationary orbit;

- promising areas of use of satellite resources for the implementation of national projects of the RCC countries.

The participants of the 6th meeting of the WG ST recognized the expediency of cooperation within the frameworks of the RCC TIOB on the implementation of 5G technologies in the territory of the RCC Member States and the possible consequences of the use of "C" band frequencies in satellite networks. 

The work of the RCC Infocommunications Commission and the RCC TIOB in 2019 will be continued in accordance with the Plan of work.
VI. Regulation and use of radiofrequency spectrum and satellite orbits
The interaction of the RCC participants’ countries in the field of radio communications, regulation of radio spectrum use, as well as in the field of satellite communications and television is carried out within the specialized RCC Commission on regulation of the use of radio frequency spectrum and satellite orbits, as well as specialized RCC working groups jointly with the representatives of the RCC Executive Committee.

In 2018 the work was carried out on the following main directions of activities:

- preparation to the PP-18;

- participation at the implementation of the RA-19 and WRC-19 decisions;
- preparation of the RCC Common Proposals for the RA-19 and WRC-19;
- RCC CAs interaction on the development of digital broadcasting;

- study of the effectiveness of radio frequency resource use of the RCC participants’ countries.

During the reporting period the RCC Executive Committee jointly with the RCC communication administrations prepared and carried out:
- 13th meeting of the RCC Commission on regulation of the use of radio-frequency spectrum and satellite orbits (Commission on RFS and SO) (5-8 June, Baku, Azerbaijan Republic);

- 5th and 6th meetings of the Working group on preparation for WRC-19 and RA-19 (WG WRC-19/RA-19) (13-15 March 2018 on videoconference and 2-4 October 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation);

- meeting of the Working group on radio broadcasting (WG RB) (6-8 June 2018, Baku, Azerbaijan Republic);

- meeting of the Working group on radio frequency spectrum management (WG RFSM) (6-8 June 2018, Baku, Azerbaijan Republic).
At the meeting of the Commission on RFS and SO was reviewed and approved the document "The position of the RCC CAs on the agenda items of the World Radiocommunication Conference 2019" (version of 15 March, 2018). 
The Commission decided to send the above document to the ITU Radiocommunication Bureau and regional organizations and to continue the work of WG WRC-19/RA-19 on the basis of the results of the studies carried out by the RCC CAs and ITU-R in accordance with the Preparation plan of the RCC CAs for the Radiocommunication Assembly and the World Radiocommunication Conference 2019.

The Commission on RFS and SO discussed issues related to the preparation of the RCC CAs to the ITU Plenipotentiary conference 2018, namely:

- Common proposals of the RCC CAs on Resolution 185 (Busan, 2014), “Global flight tracking for civil aviation”;

- Common proposals of the RCC CAs on Resolution 119 (Rev. Antalya 2006) “Methods aimed at improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the Radio Regulations Board”;

- Resolution 36 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010) “Telecommunication/information and communication technologies for humanitarian assistance”;

- Resolution 136 (Rev. Busan, 2014) “Use of telecommunications/information and communication technologies for monitoring and management of emergencies and disasters for their early warning, prevention, mitigation and assistance”;

- Resolution 80 (Rev. Marrakech, 2002) “Process of conducting of the World Radiocommunication Conferences”;

- Resolution 86 (Rev. Marrakesh, 2002) “Procedures for advance publication, coordination, notification and registration of frequency assignments pertaining to satellite networks".

In the framework of the Commission on RFS and SO traditionally was carried out the exchange of experience of use of the radio spectrum.
At the meeting of the WG WRC-19/RA-19 that was held from 2 - 4 October 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation were reviewed the materials of the coordinators on WRC-19 Agenda items, including the results of ITU Study groups, their working groups and task forces. Also was clarified the “Position of the RCC CAs on the agenda items of the World Radiocommunication Conference 2019”, which will be presented at the next meeting of the Commission on RFS and SO.

At the meeting of the WG RB the following issues were discussed:

- on carrying out of works on the study of the conditions of the implementation of advanced TV broadcasting, the consideration of options for the implementation of advanced TV broadcasting and the formation of common approaches of the countries of the RCC participants countries about the prospects and timing of implementation based on existing and anticipated future availability of radio frequency spectrum;

- on consideration and approval of the draft report “Study of the possibility and prospects of introduction of new systems of digital audio and multimedia broadcasting in radio frequency bands above 30 MHz”;

- on carrying out of works on the development of common principles for the protection of stations of the broadcasting service from interference to the mobile service in the main and adjacent frequency bands taking into account the decisions of WRC-15;

- on research of the opportunities for the provision of frequency resource NCTV given the variants of implementation of the decisions of WRC-15 concerning the broadcasting service.
At the meetings of the WG RFS the following issues were considered:

- on the work to support Common table of frequency allocations of the RCC participants' countries in terms of reviewing the document “Section V. design Principles “Common table of frequency allocations of the RCC participantsí countries" and the document “Methodical recommendations on formation of the Common table of frequency allocations of the RCC participants countries”;

- on approval of the first and second fragments of a Common table of frequency allocations of the RCC participants' countries;

- on the working document to the draft recommendations in the area of ensuring the protection of radio frequency spectrum, radio monitoring and evaluating electromagnetic and environmental interference in the frequency bands of GNSS;

- on the working document towards draft Report/Handbook to protect cellular networks from interference, taking into account aspects of the use of repeaters of the signals of cellular mobile communication and noise generators in the frequency bands of cellular mobile communication;

- on the working document to the draft Report on the prospective use of radio frequency bands by cellular communication technologies in the RCC participants countries;

- on the working document on radio frequency bands and the radio technologies used in them, which are harmonized in the RCC participants countries;

- on the draft Questionnaire on the use of wireless technologies for IoT in the RCC participants countries.

Also at the meeting of the WG RFS, proposals of the CA of the Republic of Kazakhstan on the development of a draft document containing information and reference materials, technical parameters and frequency bands for the deployment of the LoRaWAN network in the RCC countries were considered.

In the past year, the participants of the joint meeting of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and the Coordination Council unanimously adopted the "GSMA Association" (GSMA Association) at the composition of the RCC Commission on regulation of the use of radio frequency spectrum and satellite orbits as an observer.

VII. Postal communications
In the reporting period the RCC Executive Committee and the RCC CAs activity was directed on providing on further cooperation and coordination of the RCC
participants of the development of the postal sector of the Commonwealth.

In 2018 period the RCC Executive Committee jointly with the RCC CAs prepared and carried out:
- 44/33rd joint meeting of the RCC Postal Commission and the RCC Postal Operators Board (17 May, 2018, Minsk, Republic of Belarus);
- 45/34th joint meeting of the RCC Postal Commission and the RCC Postal Operators Board (5 December 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation);
- 2nd meeting of the Action Group on Postal Security under the RCC Postal Commission (AGPS) and the RCC Postal Operators Board (20 September 2018, in the format of video conference).
One of the important issues on the agenda of the joint 44/33 meeting of the RCC Postal Commission and the RCC Postal Operators Board was the issue of preparation of the RCC CAs for the UPU Extraordinary Congress (3-7 September 2018, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia).

At the joint meeting of the RCC Postal Commission and the RCC Postal Operators Board, the following issues were considered:
- on the perspective directions of activity of postal operators of the RCC participants countries; 
- on the Plan for the Regional Development of the UPU for 2017-2020 for the Europe and Central Asia Region;

- on the results of the work of the RCC CA delegations and destinated operators at the meetings of the UPU working bodies;
- on the results of the session UPU Council of postal operations;
- on the preparation of the draft Action Plan for the implementation of the decisions of the 26th UPU Congress;

- on plans of work of the RCC Postal Commission and the RCC Postal Operators Board to 2017-2020.

As part of the 44/33 joint meeting, the 1st meeting of the Working group on postal security and the 1st meeting of the Working group on the operation and quality of postal services were held.

The participants of the joint meeting visited the XXV-th Anniversary International Forum on information and communication technologies “TIBO-2018”, got acquainted with the exposition of exhibition stands of RUE “Belpochta”, RUE “Beltelecom”, the Azerbaijan Republic, the Republic of Kazakhstan and exchanged experience.
On 20 September 2018, the 2nd meeting of the Working group of actions on postal security under the Commission of the RCC Postal Commission and the RCC Postal Operators Board was held in the format of video conference.

At the meeting the following issues were discussed:

- on the implementation of the Plan of work of the Action Group on Postal Security;

- on the exchange of experience in preventing of sending dangerous attachments prohibited for sending via the postal network;

- on the obtaining the certificate of conformity of the UPU S58 and S59 standard  .

On the outcomes of the consideration of the issues, appropriate decisions were taken. In particular, the decision was made on updating the Memorandum on the forms of interaction of postal security units of postal administrations, members of the RCC AGPS.
The joint 45/34th meeting of the RCC Postal Commission and the RCC Postal Operators Board was held on 5 December 2018,  Moscow,  Russian Federation.

An important aspect of the agenda of the joint meeting was the issue of promising areas of activity of postal operators of the RCC particiants countries, as well as summing up the results of the Extraordinary Congress of the Universal Postal Union, which was held from 3 to 7 September 2018, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

A significant set of issues related to the process of preparation for such international events as the 27th UPU Congress in 2020, as well as the UPU Regional Strategic Conference which will be held on 2-3 July 2019, Minsk, Belarus.

The participants of the joint meeting also heard reports on the activities of the Working groups under the RCC Postal Operators Board:

- Working group on operation and quality of postal services
- Working group on e-commerce;

- RCC Action Group on Postal Security.

6 December 2018 the participants of the 45/34th joint meeting of the RCC Postal Commission and the RCC Postal Operators Board participated in study tours in the Moscow regional logistics centre “Vnukovo”, organized by FSUE “Russian Post”.
On 7 December 2018, in Moscow, the Russian Federation was held a joint PostEurop and FSUE “Russian post” workshop on postal security and income protection.

Within the framework of this workshop, a number of key issues related to the problems of postal security were considered, namely:

- irregularities on the post shipment;

- fraudulent schemes of corporate clients;

- production of false marks;

- the criminal schemes for cash transactions;

- measures to ensure the safety of personnel.

Work of the RCC Postal Commission and the RCC Postal Operators Board in 2019 will be continued in accordance with the Plan of work.

The big influence to the development of the postal sector of RCC participants countries in subsequent years will have the realization of the UPU Regional development Plan for 2017-2020 for the region of Europe and Central Asia – “Postal networks: Participants of the process of socio-economic development of the region of Europe and Central Asia”.
In accordance with the plan of the UPU International Bureau began the implementation of the Regional strategic project “Operational readiness for electronic Commerce” (ORE), whose main task is to help participating designated operators of countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia to modernize production processes and to use all available standardized instruments and control systems “from the sender to the recipient” for the implementation of operational solutions that meet the requirements of e-Commerce.

On 15 May, 2018 in Moscow, Russian Federation, the Regional postal training center hosted a workshop of the UPU regional strategic project “Operational readiness for e-Commerce for Europe and CIS countries” on transport, security and detailed mapping of processes at the 2nd stage for the designated operators of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia.

On 25-27 September 2018 (Moscow, Russian Federation), the UPU Regional postal training center hosted a training workshop of the UPU regional strategic project “Operational readiness for e-Commerce for Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia countries” on certification process management systems, fuel, quality management and preliminary electronic data. The training workshop was devoted to the assessment of countries' activities in the preparation of national action plans and road maps, monitoring the quality of mail transportation, management systems and certification.

The realization of the UPU Regional plan will contribute to the improvement of the postal sector, as well as each designated operator and will open the way for the development of e-Commerce, transformation of postal financial services into digital form, introduction of new ICT technologies in the post, qualitative transformation of the postal sector, modernization of designated operators and growth of the postal industry in the whole RCC region.
VIII. Economy of Infocommunications
In the reporting year, the RCC Executive Committee jointly with the RCC CAs prepared and carried out the 38th meeting of the RCC Commission of Economy of Infocommunications in an expanded format (1 February 2018, Almaty, Republic of Kazakhstan).

The 38th meeting of the RCC Commission of Economy of Infocommunications was held with the participation of managers and experts responsible for the evaluation of telecommunication/ICT development from ministries, national statistical services, regulatory authorities, telecommunication operators, equipment manufacturers, scientific and design institutes, as well as software developers and representatives of other interested organizations.
A number of topical issues were discussed at the meeting of the Commission: 

- on preparation of proposals on statistical indicators in the framework of the digital economy in the CIS Member States;

- on exchange of experience in the collection, processing and forwarding of statistical information in the ITU for the preparation of an annual report on the measurement of the information society; 

- on proposals on the development of recommendations for improving ITU's global ICT indicators;

- on monitoring and evaluation of progress towards the 2030 sustainable development Goals,

- on the Plan of work of the RCC Commission of Economy of Infocommunications for 2018 and 2019 – 2022.
At the suggestion of the Basic organization of the CIS Member States, carrying out the methodological, organizational and technical support of work in the field of ICT of the CIS Member States, the issue of preparation of proposals on statistical indicators in the framework of the digital economy in the CIS Member States was considered. 

By the decision of the Commission, the Basic organization of the CIS Member States in the field of ICT, as well as other interested RCC CAs were instructed to study the ratings of international organizations and indicators that are used or can be used in assessing the achievement of the goals of national programs of transition to the digital economy.  

The participants of the meeting exchanged views on the development of coordinated approaches to the formation of the information space in the RCC participants countries, paying special attention to the issue of the collection, processing and distribution of statistical information in the ITU.
Within the frameworks of the issue on the proposals on development of recommendations for improving ITU's global ICT indicators, it was proposed to strengthen the work of the RCC communication administrations in the ITU Expert groups on household ICT indicators (EGH) and in the field of telecommunications/ICT (EGTI).

A meeting was held between the management of the RCC Executive Committee and representatives of the CIS Interstate statistical Committee in the working format for the purpose of further coordination of cooperation on the collection, filling and sending of information to international specialized organizations in the established order.
IX. Financial activities
In accordance with the RCC Charter and the Decision of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads dated 18.04.2017 г. № 52/23-28 in the period from 12 – 16  March 2018 the RCC Inspection Commission carried out a verification of the RCC financial - economic activity for 2017.
The RCC Inspection Commission analyzed the execution of the RCC financial plan for 2017  establishing and handling of the accounting and reporting, the overall financial health of the Executive Committee. Accounting and tax accounting in the RCC implement in accordance with the Russian legislation. 
Funds have been spent according to the approved budget by the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and Coordination Council from № 52/23-24 from 18.04.2017.
The Inspection prepared the Act from 16.03.2018 that have been directed to all the RCC participants and have been approved by a joint session of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and the Coordination Council for Informatization of the CIS states attached to RCC by the Decision №53/24-23 from 9-10.10.2018.

In the reporting year the RCC Executive Committee continued to optimize its financing activities.

At the consideration of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and the Coordination Council was presented the adjusted Estimates of the RCC outcomes and incomes for 2018 as well as Eestimates of the RCC outcomes and incomes for 2019 and the planned period 2020 - 2021.
The revenue parts of these estimates were prepared taking into account the changes that took place in 2018, which affected the financial components of the RCC acticity, namely:
·  to the RCC Telecommunications Operators and Infocommunications Operators Board as observers were entered the companies “Qmatic AB”, “OneWeb” and “LabQ – Go Spiral”;
· was suspended the membership of the communications administration of the Republic of Moldova in the composition of the RCC CAs Board, the SE "Posta Moldovei" in the composition of the RCC Postal operators Board, SE “Precision electromechanics plant project “Belintersar” (Republic of Belarus) - as part of the RCC Telecommunication and Infocummunications operators Board.
At the same time, the RCC Executive Committee received introductory and membership contributions from observers and associate members on a temporary basis participating in the work of the RCC Commission on the use of the radio frequency spectrum and satellite orbits and its Working groups. 

The received funds were included in the adjusted income Estimates together with the profit received at the end of 2017, as well as the funds released due to savings under the executed contracts, which allowed to ensure priority expenditure items of the RCC Executive Committee without increasing the membership fees of all RCC participants.
The Estimates prepared by the RCC Executive Committee were approved by the Decision of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and the Coordination Council №53/24-19 from 9-10.10.2018.
In accordance with this decision, the revised RCC Estimates of incomes and outcomes in 2018 was 40 418 312 rubles including:

1) Incomes:
contributions of the RCC participants, CCI and RCC operators Boards - 38 253 200 rubles;

the unused balance according to estimates 2017 – 66 436 rubles;

net profit of 2017 – 774 150 rubles;

entrance fees - 624 399 rubles;

membership fees of RCC observers and associate members on a temporary basis -700 127 rubles.

2) Outcomes:
the content of the RCC Executive Committee - 40 218 312 rubles;

carrying out activities in the framework of the RCC Statutory activities -200 000 rubles.
As a result of 2018, the financial plan of the RCC for revenues was 86.1%, incl. the receipt from the RCC Communications Administrations 90.1%, from the particiopants of the Coordination Council 65,05 %, the Postal Operators Board fulfilled its obligations on 90,33 %, and the Telecommunication Infocommunications Operators Board on 80,56 %. 
At 2018 year received membership fees in the total amount of 32937373 rubles, including 8644071 rubles were transferred by participants in 2017. 

The actual execution of the revenue part of the Estimates for 2018 amounted to 35102485 rubles.
Below is a reference with a decoding of the debt of RCC participants on contributions for the maintenance and maintenance of the statutory activities of the RCC as of 01.01.2019:
	 
	2017
	2018
	Total, Russian Roubles

	RCC Members – Communications Administrations

	
	
	
	

	Georgia
	476550
	500670
	977220

	The Republic of Moldova
	476550
	500670
	977220

	The Republic of Slovenia
	
	125170
	125170

	The Republic of Tajikistan
	22240
	30240
	52480

	Turkmenistan
	
	500670
	500670

	The Republic of Uzbekistan
	476550
	500670
	977220

	Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
	40040
	42070
	82110

	Totally, Communications Administrations
	1491930
	2200160
	3692090

	Coordination Council Members:

	Georgia
	262620
	275915
	538535

	The Republic of Tajikistan
	37605
	39975
	77580

	The Republic of Moldova
	262620
	275915
	538535

	The Republic of Uzbekistan
	262620
	275915
	538535

	Totally, Coordination Council
	825465
	867720
	1693185

	RCC Telecommunication and Infocommunication Operators Board Members:

	OJSC "Tajiktelecom"
	213240
	238330
	451570

	GKE "Turkmentelecom"
	213240
	238330
	451570

	FSUE NIIR
	413580
	409930
	823510

	FSUE "RSVO"
	413580
	409930
	823510

	Afgantelecom
	106620
	119160
	225780

	Svyazinformservice
	106620
	119160
	225780

	OneWeb
	
	59580
	59580

	LabQ-Go Spiral
	
	29790
	29790

	Cisco Systems
	
	409930
	409930

	Totally, RCC Telecommunication and Infocommunication Operators Board
	1466880
	2034140
	3501020

	RCC Postal Operators Board Members:

	Post of Moldova
	
	52420
	52420

	Post of Tajikistan
	156445
	164365
	320810

	Post of Turkmenistan
	
	164365
	164365

	Totally, RCC 

Postal Operators Board
	156445
	381150
	537595

	The total amount of debt
	3940720
	5483170
	9423890


X. Conclusion
For the reporting period the RCC Executive Committee fully comply with its objectives and functions, could revitalize the RCC activity during the major international events, contributed to strengthening the RCC authority both at international as well as regional level, paying great attention to the general management, staff development, effective and transparent management of both human and financial resources of the organization.

In 2019 the RCC is to work on implementation of the decisions of the Board of the RCC CAs Heads and the Coordination Council for Informatization of the CIS states attached to RCC and the RCC working bodies according to the Plan of work of the RCC Executive Committee and the RCC Strategic Directions of activities for 2017-2022.

In 2019 it will be continued the preparation and participation at the ITU and UPU international forums: the Radiocommunication Assembly and World Radiocommunication Conference 2019, Regional UPU strategy Conference and the World Telecommunications Standardization Assembly 2020, the UPU Congress 2020, the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2021. 
In 2019 it is planned to continue works:

- of the development of mobile cellular communication 5G in the RCC countries;

- on cybersecurity, anti-fraud (fraud) on communication networks;

- on the development and implementation of new technologies and services; 

- on preparation and participation in international and regional events on WSIS and the 2030 agenda for sustainable development;

 - on harmonization of national ICT legislation and regulatory and technical framework;

- on holding of national and international forums, exhibitions and other events demonstrating further innovative development of the ICT industry;

- on the main RCC activities in order to strengthen the interaction of the RCC communication administrations and the role of the Commonwealth in the international arena;

- on improvement of the RCC activities and normative documents.
The RCC Executive Committee is grateful to the RCC Communications Administrations, the RCC working bodies, international and other organizations for close and fruitful cooperation and assistance in their work.
signed

N. Mukhitdinov

Director General

RCC Executive Committee
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XII. Annex
List of Workshops in 2018 

with the participation of the RCC Communications Administrations’ representatives
	№

п/п
	Name of Workshop
	Place and date

	1.
	Regional Workshop on ICT statistics 
	Almaty, Kazakhstan, 31 January – 1 February

	2.
	Regional Workshop on subscriber number portability, compliance and interoperability of telecommunication equipment
	Moscow,

Russian Federation

1 - 2 March

	3.
	Regional Workshop for Europe and CIS on cybersecurity and online child protection
	Odessa,

Ukraine

4 - 6 April

	4.
	Regional Workshop for Europe and CIS countries “Digital future based on 4G / 5G”
	Kiev,

Ukraine

14 - 16 May

	5.
	UPU Regional strategic project workshop “Operational readiness for e-Commerce for Europe and CIS” for designated operators in Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia
	Moscow,

Russian Federation

15 May

	6.
	Regional Workshop “Development Trends and experience in the use of satellite communication technologies”
	Minsk, Belarus,
22 -23 May

	7.
	Regional Workshop on the development of broadband access
	Dushanbe, Tajikistan, 

29 – 30 May 

	8.
	Regional forum on “Internet of things, network communication and big data infrastructure as the basis for the digital economy”
	Saint Petersburg

Russian Federation

4 - 6 June

	9.
	ITU-T regional Study group 20 for Eastern Europe, Central Asia and the Caucasus
	Saint Petersburg

Russian Federation

4 – 5 June

	10.
	ITU-T regional Study group 11 for Eastern Europe, Central Asia and the Caucasus
	Saint Petersburg

Russian Federation

5 - 6 June

	11.
	Regional Workshop for CIS countries and Europe “Development of modern radio communication systems”
	Saint Petersburg

Russian Federation

6 - 8 June

	12.
	Regional Workshop on big data and cloud computing for the CIS and Asia-Pacific
	Tashkent,

Uzbekistan

19 - 20 June

	13.
	Videoconference on preparations for the regional development forum for the CIS countries
	Moscow,

Russian Federation

28 June

	14.
	Regional Workshop for Europe and the CIS “5g Implementation in Europe and the CIS: strategies and policies to stimulate new growth opportunities” and expert meeting of ITU-D 1st and 2nd Study groups
	Budapesht, Hungary,

 3 – 6 July

	15.
	Regional Workshop “National strategies for digital transformation”
	Issyk-Kul, Kyrgyzstan
28 – 29 August

	16.
	Regional cyber security exercises ALERT for CIS countries
	Baku, Azerbaijan
3 – 7 September

	17.
	Regional seminar “Development of broadband using 4G and 5G technologies”
	Almaty, Kazakhstan, 

17 – 18 September

	18.
	2nd annual spectrum management Conference for CIS, Central and South-Eastern Europe
	Almaty, Kazakhstan, 

19 – 20 September

	19.
	Regional Workshop of the UPU regional strategic project “Operational readiness for e-Commerce for Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia” on certification process management systems, fuel and lubricants, quality management and preliminary electronic data.
	Moscow,

Russian Federation

25 - 27 September

	20.
	ITU regional Workshop on deployment of volte/Volte networks based on IMS. From standardization to implementation
	Samarkand, Uzbekistan

2 – 3 October

	21.
	Regional Workshop for Europe and CIS on e-health development
	Odessa,

Ukraine

17 - 19 October

	22.
	Joint PostEurop and FSUE "Russian Post" Workshop on postal security and income protection
	Moscow,

Russian Federation

7  December
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