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STRATEGY 
For the Economic Development of the Commonwealth of Independent States for the period until 2020
Introduction
This Strategy for the Economic Development of the Commonwealth of Independent States for the period until 2020 (hereinafter - the Strategy) is developed in accordance with the provisions of the Concept for Further Development of the Commonwealth of Independent States and the Plan of Key Activities for its Implementation adopted by the Board of the Government Heads of the CIS on October 5, 2007.

The strategy is based on the fundamental documents adopted within the framework of the Commonwealth, the results of scientific research and analysis of the economic situation in the CIS member-states in the course of economic reforms and integration processes and involves the implementation of its provisions for the period until 2020.

The Strategy is a comprehensive document, which is a system of views agreed upon by the CIS member-states on common goals, priorities and prospects for socio-economic development for deepening interstate economic relations and making the Commonwealth of Independent States a full-fledged significant participant in the system of international economic relations.

The aim of the Strategy is to give additional impulses to the economic interaction of the CIS member-states, ensure sustainable development, economic security, increase the welfare and quality of life of the population on the basis of the synergistic effect and the economies of scale, competitiveness of the national economy of the CIS member-states and strengthen their position in the global economic system.

The implementation of the Strategy meets the vital interests of each state participating in the CIS, is a priority for them and is designed to promote the harmonious development of economic life.
The development of economic cooperation within the CIS does not contradict the development of relations with other states, does not limit or impair their interaction.

The basis of the Strategy is the voluntariness and independence of the CIS member-states in determining the directions and depth of participation in integration processes, the sequence and stages of implementation of measures to develop economic cooperation. 

On the place of the CIS in the global economic system
The Commonwealth of Independent States is one of the interstate regional economic associations operating in the world, the development of which is in line with the most important global trends - globalization and regionalization.

The effective use of a range of opportunities of an internal and external nature, including mutually beneficial economic cooperation, opens up real prospects of dynamic economic growth and strengthening the influence on the development of the world economic system for the CIS member-states.

At present, the CIS is facing serious issues of determining a place in the changing configuration of the modern world, increasing the competitiveness of the national economy, and turning the Commonwealth into a regional economic association capable of playing a significant role in the global economy.

The Commonwealth of Independent States has significant resource potential. It occupies 16.4% of the world territory, on which lives approximately 4.4% of the world population. The CIS possesses of approximately 20% of the world oil reserves, 40% of natural gas, 25% of coal, 10% of electricity production, 25% of the world forest reserves, almost 11% of the world renewable water resources and 13% of plowable land. The transport and communication systems of the CIS member-states are playing an increasingly important role in world transport communications.

In 2007, the CIS produced 3.1% of the world gross domestic product (at national currencies against the US dollar), and export of goods from the CIS member-states amounted to 3.6% of the global indicator.

The existing significant potential is a sufficient basis for increasing production volumes, ensuring economic stability and improving the welfare of citizens of the CIS member-states.
General assessment of the CIS economic situation 
When preparing the Concept for the Further Development of the Commonwealth of Independent States, the CIS member states came to the conclusion that one of the main outcomes of their joint economic activity over the CIS period is an increased interest in the further development of production and trade-economic relations. 
At present, the Government Heads of the CIS member-states have proclaimed mutual economic cooperation as their priority, defining full trade and economic interaction as a necessary condition for sustainable development.

The results of the socio-economic development of the CIS member-states in the current decade indicate the transition of their economy to a period of dynamic growth.

In 2007, the economic situation in the CIS member-states developed favorably, and fairly high rates of economic growth continued. In most countries, the growth rates of key macroeconomic indicators exceeded the 2006 level. On average, the production of gross domestic product (GDP) increased by 9%, industrial production - by 7%, investment in fixed assets - by 20%, transportation of goods - by 5%, retail trade - by 16%.

GDP growth was largely due to the positive dynamics of industrial production. In a number of countries, along with the mining industry, mechanical engineering, chemical production, wood processing, and food production have developed at a rapid pace. Outpacing GDP growth compared with the number of people employed in the economy indicated an increase in labor productivity. In many sectors, profitability growth and a reduction in the number of unprofitable enterprises were observed.

Economic growth contributed to an increase in real wages, real disposable incomes of the population. Consumer market developed steadily. In most CIS member-states, unemployment is gradually decreasing.
Public finance and money circulation have strengthened. In most CIS member-states, foreign exchange markets have stabilized, and confidence in national currencies has increased. Gold and foreign exchange reserves increase, the size of the state external debt decreases. 

The positive results of economic cooperation include the strengthening of the national economy, the implementation of significant socio-economic transformations in a transition economy, the creation of legal conditions for the free movement of citizens in the CIS, the entry of states, based on their national interests, into a broad system of international economic relations.

These results are largely achieved through the restoration and development of economic ties, the functioning of the free trade zone and a visa-free regime between most CIS member-states, the establishment of labor migration rules, and the expansion of mutual investments. The activities of the CIS industry cooperation bodies established at the interstate, intergovernmental and interdepartmental levels contribute to the establishment of direct economic ties in the production of goods and services.
At the same time, a number of problems over the past years have not received an acceptable solution for all CIS member-states. Within the framework of the Commonwealth, it has not been possible to form a common economic space based on market relations and the free movement of goods, services, capital and labor. The volume and growth rate of investments is insufficient to ensure sustainable economic growth in the long term. Innovation costs are low, as a result of which many manufactured products are uncompetitive in the global market. The need remains for a series of mutually agreed institutional and structural reforms to improve market infrastructure and mechanisms.

Factors affecting the development of economic cooperation between the CIS member-states
The development of the economic interaction of the CIS member-states is influenced by the following factors:

- the difference in economic potential, economy structure, level of economic development and welfare of the population;

- differences in the nature and extent of market transformations;

- the multi-speed nature of the integration processes;

- non-fulfillment by states of certain obligations assumed within the CIS.

In addition, economic interaction is influenced by:

- a high level of energy and material consumption of production;

- critical depreciation of fixed assets, primarily in the basic sectors of the economy;

- a large share of the transport component in the cost of goods, which dramatically reduces their competitiveness;

- the presence of a significant share of the shadow economy;

- the prevailing commodity structure of foreign trade, in which the share of mineral fuels and raw materials on average in the CIS member-states is more than half of total exports.

The role and place of the CIS member-states in the global economy dictate the need for a joint solution to the problem of economic growth and achievement of the strategic goals declared during the formation of the Commonwealth of Independent States. The industrial potential of the CIS member-states, primarily high-tech industries, cannot develop steadily without reliance on mutual cooperative supplies and sales markets.

The progressive dynamic development of production and trade cooperation will allow the CIS member-states to obtain the main strategic effects: economic, social, environmental, innovative and technological.

General Regulations
The CIS member-states, united by spatio-temporal relations, have all the opportunities for the most efficient use of natural resource and scientific and technical potentials, fuel and energy, industrial and agro-industrial complexes. The interest of the CIS member-states in cooperation is determined by the coincidence of many strategic interests and goals of economic development. In the Commonwealth, large-scale economic projects can be implemented that will allow to effectively develop the economy of each state and the CIS as a whole. This should be the cornerstone of the economic development of the Commonwealth.

Further progress towards the creation of a joint economic space within the framework of the Commonwealth of Independent States is facilitated by the following:

- the presence of a capacious regional market (280 million consumers);

- self-sufficiency and complementarity in the main types of fuel and energy and raw materials;

- the existing significant industrial potential and its technological community;

- awareness of the need to increase the competitiveness of the economies of the CIS member-states and accelerate their socio-economic development through innovation.

Based on the understanding of the importance and necessity of long-term economic cooperation, the CIS member-states intend to develop mutually beneficial trade relations and implement joint investment and innovation projects and programs, which will ensure coordination between the interested states of the ultimate goals of socio-economic development for the medium and long term, the most complete use of total resource and innovation potential, taking into account international experience. 

Goals, Objectives and Stages of Economic Development
To achieve the common strategic goals of the CIS member-states, it is necessary to take advantage of the interstate division of labor, specialization and cooperation of production and mutually beneficial trade.

The common goals of the CIS member-states are:

- the formation of agreed conditions to ensure sustainable economic development;

- improving the welfare of the population;

- the development of education, health, science and culture;

- ensuring economic, energy, food and environmental security;

- creating conditions for the formation and development of market relations, ensuring equal opportunities and guarantees for all business entities;

- creating a favorable investment climate for the joint use of financial resources of the CIS member-states, ensuring the development of competitive production, transnational corporations, financial and industrial groups and other business entities;

- providing access to commodity, labor and stock markets, as well as to information;

- creating a support system and mutually beneficial use of available strategic resources, transport communications and production capacities;

- mutually beneficial and coordinated development of industrial specialization and cooperation;

- implementation of structural and technological restructuring of the national economy of states in order to increase production efficiency;

– сохранение и развитие трудового и интеллектуального потенциалов.

The systematic achievement of the goals will allow the CIS member-states to switch to a model of innovative investment development of a knowledge-based economy, to ensure participation in the formation of world income and in its equal distribution.

The main tasks of the CIS member-states are:

- the effective use of geographical and natural, economic and transit potentials for the benefit of the interests of its citizens;

- the development of institutions of mutual economic cooperation to obtain the greatest effect from the coincidence of national economic interests;

- increasing global competitiveness of the national economy;

- the diversification of the export structure with an increase in the share of high-tech products, a high degree of processing and added value;

- the development of financial institutions and increasing investment attractiveness;

- interaction in the social sphere, creation of conditions for the integration of education systems of the CIS member-states, their coordinated development and cooperation.

Priority areas for the development of the interaction:

- completion of the formation and functioning of a free-trade zone within the CIS in accordance with the rules and regulations of the World Trade Organization (WTO);

- creating prerequisites for the formation of a common economic space;

- the development of common markets for certain types of products, primarily agricultural;

- interaction in the field of transport, including the formation of a network of international transport corridors;

- the deepening of cooperation in the field of energetics in order to increase the reliability of energy supply and optimize the usage of fuel and energy resources;

- the formation on the basis of national innovation systems of interstate innovation space, contributing to the promotion of scientific and technological developments and inventions;

- the creation of effective payment and settlement mechanisms and the wider use of the stock market for the mutual flow of capital;

- development of the private sector based on the expansion of economic freedoms, strengthening property rights and the rule of law, development of public-private partnerships.

The economic policy of the CIS member-states in the coming years will be focused on the development of the domestic market and the protection of domestic producers and consumers, on a fuller use of existing and newly created production capacities. In this regard, it is necessary to ensure the approximation of national legislation, legal and economic conditions for the functioning of business entities, the application of technological standards and environmental standards that are common to all CIS member-states.

It is supposed to create favorable conditions for the formation of the middle class and reduce poverty, identify points of economic breakthrough, create a system of state support for priority areas for the development of interstate cooperation, transnational corporations, financial and industrial groups, business entities, solve the problem of non-payments and ensure the balance of trade and payment relations between the CIS member-states. A set of effective measures should be developed and taken to eliminate corruption and significantly reduce the level of the shadow economy. 

Stages of the Strategy implementation:

the first stage - 2009-2011;

the second stage - 2012-2015;

third stage - 2016–2020.

At the first stage, it is supposed to accelerate the socio-economic development of the CIS member-states based on the completion of the formation of a free trade zone and its further improvement in accordance with WTO rules and regulations. Measures will be taken to ensure the necessary conditions for the free movement of goods, services, capital and labor.

It is planned to switch to active export support for a wide range of manufacturing and especially high-tech products, combined with a policy of regulating the access of goods and services to the common CIS market, based on international principles of fair competition and stimulating the development of national producers.

It is planned to realize and expand the competitive advantages that the national economy of the CIS member-states possesses in such areas as energy, transport, the agricultural sector, processing of natural resources, as well as the creation of institutional conditions that ensure the systematic transition of the economy to the mode of innovative development at the next stage.

According to this, industry competitiveness will be promoted; expanding mutual investments to ensure the sustainability of trade and cooperation ties, increase cross-border mobility of production factors; development of sustainable cooperative ties in order to implement joint projects to enter global markets; structural and technological modernization of healthcare, education, and other branches of the social sphere, ensuring the availability of high-quality social services for the population; development of fundamental and applied science, the education system in the CIS member-states.

At the second stage, it is supposed to accelerate the socio-economic development of the CIS member-states by forming an interstate innovation space based on the main areas of long-term cooperation in the scientific, technical and innovative spheres, interstate targeted innovation cooperation programs, interstate sectoral scientific and technical programs that ensure the activation of scientific and technical and innovation, the concentration of financial and material resources.

The third stage provides for the formation of a regional market for nan-industry and peak-industry, which will contribute to the preservation and development of high-tech sectors of the economy, the implementation of the scientific, technical and educational potential of the CIS member-states to ensure by 2020 their leading positions in the world market for some types of high-tech products. It is planned to develop an innovative socially oriented economy, develop new infrastructure projects aimed at developing nuclear energy and the use of alternative and renewable fuels and energy, as well as high-tech transport systems.

System-Forming Aspects of the Economic Cooperation
CIS member-states consider the existence of consolidated approaches to system-forming aspects as a prerequisite for achieving their goals.
When pursuing a coordinated economic policy in the form of interstate cooperation programs, the CIS member-states will initiate or support proposals to create competitive industries, build up intellectual potential, and form national innovation systems. 

At the same time, coordinated measures will be taken with regard to natural monopolies and a balanced macroeconomic policy.
The interaction of the CIS member-states in the implementation of an agreed structural policy, based on national interests and understood as an equal pool of efforts and resources of the CIS member-states, a coordinated impact on the structural elements of the economy, will be directed on: 

- the creation of a competitive and socially oriented economy capable of dynamically developing on the basis of advanced achievements of science and technology;

- the priority development of competitive industries in the world market;

- providing material, financial and labor resources for the implementation of structural changes;

- reaching agreements on the main directions of technical re-equipment in industries where specialization and cooperation are especially effective;

- the diversification of the export potential of the CIS member-states. 
It is planned to coordinate national programs for structural adjustment of the economy of the CIS member-states with access to the development of interstate innovation and investment programs and projects, a comprehensive forecast of economic development and mutual economic relations of interested CIS member-states for the medium and long term.
CIS member states will contribute to the access of the national and world market goods, services, technologies, innovations, finances, as well as the development of sectoral markets, primarily energy and agricultural, including to promote joint production on third-country markets.

To create an open and competitive market, it is necessary to ensure mutual access to economic information to the maximum extent possible. To this end, steps will be taken to unify and expand the published statistics on the socio-economic situation of the CIS member-states, as well as exchange information on economic issues.
The main efforts in the field of the labor market and migration processes will be aimed at creating a common labor market, creating legal, economic and organizational conditions for the transition to free movement of labor in the CIS, solving the problem of coordinated regulation of labor migration, increasing the efficiency of a coordinated migration policy on the basis of achieving compliance of volumes, directions and structure of migration flows with the interests of migrants and taking into account the legislation of the host state. It also provides for the integration of immigrants in society and the formation of a tolerant attitude towards them, the prevention of illegal migration and the formation of respect for the citizens of the CIS member-states to the legislation, language and culture of the host country.

The solution to the problem of coordinated regulation of labor migration is to provide migrant workers with equal rights with the permanent population of the host country when hiring and terminating labor agreements, as well as social and medical support.
To solve the problem of greening the economy, it is supposed:

- to form a system of economic mechanisms for nature management and environmental protection, the introduction of paid nature management; development of the financial and credit system for the preservation of the environment; stimulating the development of the market for environmental services, products, technologies and equipment;

- to introduce innovative projects, energy-efficient and resource-saving technologies, low-waste, non-waste and environmentally friendly technological processes;

- to introduce an international system of environmental labeling of goods and food products;

- to introduce an economic responsibility of nature users for environmental pollution;

- to conduct a joint research in order to accurately record the ongoing changes and predict their consequences;

- to develop systems for the protection of water resources and improving the quality of drinking water;

- to organize the development of scientifically based environmental norms and standards (maximum permissible concentrations of hazardous substances emitted and physical factors of the impact of equipment on humans), as well as the justification of environmental safety requirements for products;

- to interact in the field of development, production and mutual deliveries of necessary equipment and devices for environmental protection, special technical equipment and personal protective equipment for monitoring, preventing and eliminating the effects of natural and man-made disasters;

- to combine and concentrate joint efforts and resources of the CIS member-states for the implementation of interstate priority areas for the development of education, science and technology in the field of rational use of natural resources, prevention of environmental pollution and prevention of natural and man-made emergencies.
In the field of technical regulation and metrology, it is necessary to concentrate efforts in the following areas:

- harmonization of technical regulations and normative documents based on international standards, metrology and conformity assessment and accreditation;

- pursuing a coordinated policy of information support in the field of development and use of national, interstate and international standards;

- development of standardization in priority sectors of the economy;

- harmonization of conformity assessment procedures based on international standards and requirements for marking with a Single sign of market access;

- intensification of activities of the relevant structures for the protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights;

- improvement of sanitary and phytosanitary standards.

The development of interaction in the field of statistics will be directed on:

- the introduction of a set of statistical classifiers, unified with international standards;

- the coordination and implementation of common principles for the creation of statistical registers of economic units in the territory of the CIS member-states.

To ensure the competitive nature of the development of the economy of the CIS member-states and protect the interests of their citizens, cooperation in the field of antimonopoly and competition policy is supposed to be developed in the following areas:
- Improving the legal and regulatory aspects of competition policy based on generally accepted international norms and rules;

- Antitrust authorities conduct joint investigations of the activities of transnational corporations that are detrimental to the CIS member-states;

- ensuring equal conditions for competition in foreign economic transactions;

- counteracting the dissemination of unfair and knowingly false advertising in the territory of the CIS member-states;

- ensuring equal opportunities for citizens of the CIS member-states to protect consumer rights;

- taking into account the principles of competition in the development of regulatory measures in various sectors of the economy;

- promoting the development of cooperative ties and the consolidation of the assets of economic operators of the CIS member-states in order to increase the competitiveness of their products on the world market, while not allowing significant restrictions on competition and monopolization of commodity markets.
In order to deepen interregional and cross-border cooperation, which is one of the factors of economic growth, the interaction of the CIS member-states in the coming period will be directed to:

- the gradual formation of an interstate regional market for goods, services, capital, labor;

- the establishment of direct economic ties between regions;

- the development of cross-border trade;

- the assistance in the creation of special or special economic zones in the border areas;

- the implementation of joint investment projects;

- the expansion of cooperation in the field of agriculture, transport, information technology and communications;

- the optimal economic use of border territories, development of industrial and social infrastructure in these territories;

- carrying out joint activities in the border areas to monitor and protect the environment, ensure sanitary protection of territories, and prevent the introduction of contagious animal diseases;

- the development of cross-border tourism.

In the field of social policy, it is planned to improve interaction in the field of public health and medical care, provide social guarantees for disabled people and participants in the Great Patriotic War, persons equated to them, participants in hostilities, as well as further development and improvement of the regulatory framework governing relations in social sphere and providing appropriate social guarantees to citizens of the CIS member-states.
The main directions in the field of education and science are:

- guaranteed equal access to education and facilitating the possibility of obtaining a high-quality education by every citizen throughout his life;

- expansion of interaction in scientific, technological, informational, educational and other areas of humanitarian cooperation;

- expanding the opportunities for training and retraining of qualified specialists, certification of scientific and scientific-pedagogical personnel;

- ensuring, in accordance with applicable international treaties, the mutual recognition and equivalence of documents on higher education and academic degrees. 
Main Fields of Economic Cooperation
Consistently solving the problems of further developing cooperation in the field of economics, the CIS member-states will expand cooperation in the following main areas.

The most important criterion for economic integration is the growth of mutual trade. Joint efforts will be aimed at creating the necessary conditions for the comprehensive buildup of mutual trade, equal conditions of competition and at ensuring the prevailing effect of market factors.

In order to expand mutual trade, the CIS member-states recognize the need to create conditions for ensuring freedom of movement of goods, services, capital and labor within the framework of the Commonwealth of Independent States. To the maximum extent, the potential opportunities of production specialization and cooperation will be used to increase the production of competitive domestic goods and services for delivery to the domestic market and markets of third countries.

The CIS member-states will take measures to improve tariff and non-tariff regulation, analyze the practice of applying special protective, antidumping and countervailing measures used by the CIS member-states in mutual trade, and prepare proposals to minimize them.
The strategic goal in the field of industrial policy is to bring together the economic and legal foundations of the development of industry of the CIS member-states, to formulate on this basis the development priorities of individual industries, taking into account cooperative ties, industry specialization and global development trends.

Achieving this goal will be carried out in stages, starting with the development of common economic and legal frameworks, assessing the level of participation of individual states in their implementation and shaping development programs.

The main directions of industrial policy are:

- the acceleration of institutional transformations in industry;

- the improvement of the structure of industrial production;

- the strengthening of the innovative orientation of industrial development;

- the strengthening of cooperative ties.

The following steps for the development of industrial and cooperative ties seem to be relevant:

- identification of causes and factors inhibiting production cooperation;

- creation of transnational corporations and financial and industrial groups;

- development and joint implementation of high technologies, which will contribute to the production of products competitive in the domestic and global markets;

- preparation of interstate programs in areas of mutual interest;

- holding both common for all CIS member-states, and regional economic forums, conferences, fairs and exhibitions.

The development of military-economic cooperation of interested states will be carried out through the interaction of national defense industrial complexes in the development, production, modernization, repair, maintenance and utilization of military products, as well as diversification and conversion of military production.

In the field of the fuel and energy complex, interaction between the CIS member-states will be carried out in the following areas:

- cooperation of the CIS member-states in the field of production, transit and sale of energy resources through the implementation of agreed measures;

- development and strengthening of the technological basis for the functioning of the electric power industry on the basis of parallel operating energy systems of the CIS member-states;

- the formation of a common electricity market of the CIS member-states;

- development of transnational transport energy networks;

- development of small hydropower, taking into account international experience;

- development of a promising program of interaction in the development of nuclear energy, providing for the assessment of the potential of nuclear energy as an alternative energy source in the general energy consumption system in the CIS member-states; creation of conditions for safe operation of nuclear power plants, extraction and production of fuel, disposal of radioactive waste, decommissioning of plants, radiological protection; analysis of investment opportunities in the framework of private and state partnerships in the development of nuclear energy;

- Conducting agreed measures aimed at ensuring energy security and interaction of the CIS member-states in the event of crisis situations in the fuel and energy complex;

- expansion of mutually beneficial cooperation in the development of hydrocarbon deposits in the CIS member-states and the creation of appropriate infrastructure for its processing and transportation;

- coordination of actions of exporters, transit countries and importers of fuel and energy resources;

- development and implementation of international projects in the field of diversification of sources of hydrocarbon production;

- increasing the technical capabilities of using non-traditional and renewable energy sources, creating conditions for the production of appropriate equipment at enterprises of the CIS member-states;

- improving the production base of the fuel and energy complex, creating new energy capacities.

The task is to determine new approaches to cooperation in the field of increasing the efficiency of the use of fuel and energy resources based on the application of world experience. The national energy programs of the CIS member-states will be updated in terms of increasing their efficiency and energy conservation, the use of alternative types of energy resources and solving environmental problems.

In the field of agro-industry, the CIS member-states are intensifying efforts to form a common agrarian market in order to provide the population with food, and further develop mutual trade in food, agricultural raw materials, machinery and equipment.

This will be ensured by the implementation of the following measures:

- development of the production base of the agro-industrial complex of the CIS member-states, improving the provision of agricultural machinery, machinery and equipment to rural producers through the widespread introduction of leasing operations;

- consistent integration of grain, sugar, meat and dairy and fruit and vegetable markets;

- implementation of the agreed agrarian policy of most CIS member-states aimed at expanding and developing mutual food trade;

- the formation of the balances of production and consumption of basic types of food;

- the implementation of high-tech projects, allowing at an accelerated pace to ensure a significant increase in the production of the most important types of food;

- Creation of a mutually beneficial customs regime between the CIS member-states, which allows creating favorable conditions for the development of national agricultural markets;

- holding inter-regional fairs, providing unhindered access of agricultural producers to markets, and reducing the number of intermediaries in the movement of agricultural goods from producer to consumer;

- development of joint measures to improve the food security of the CIS member-states and food quality control.
A necessary condition for the strategic development of cooperation in the field of transport is a systematic and consistent improvement of the coordinated transport policy pursued by the CIS member-states by implementing the following priority areas:

- the formation in the CIS space of a network of transit transport highways of continental importance, trans- and Euro-Asian transport corridors;

- increasing the efficiency of the tariff policy;

- development of the concept of strategic development of railway transport of the CIS member-states;

- elimination of the negative impact of fiscal and administrative barriers in the implementation of international road freight transport;

- harmonization of national air traffic management systems of the CIS member-states in accordance with ICAO Standards and Recommended Practices, creation of conditions for the development of air transportation;

- increasing the level of interaction between different modes of transport in the implementation of international transport;

- improvement of the legal framework for cooperation in the field of transport;

- formation of a coherent policy in the field of transport security and environmental protection.

In carrying out activities to implement these priority areas, it is planned to develop measures aimed at solving the following main tasks:

- preparation of a draft intergovernmental agreement on the coordinated development of transport corridors in the CIS;

- development and implementation of a set of measures for the coordinated development of sections of the existing system of international transport corridors on the territory of the CIS member-states, increasing the efficiency of using transport infrastructure and the investment attractiveness of transport projects;

- assistance in accelerating border crossing procedures;

- development and implementation of a set of measures to create a common system of technological, customs, information, logistics and service support for the transportation of goods on sections of international transport corridors;

- development of a set of measures to regulate the agreed tariff policy;

- the formation of a regulatory framework governing the principles of pricing for transport services in international traffic between the CIS member-states;
- continuation of work to optimize and increase the efficiency of mutual use of wagons by railway administrations;

- the formation of a market for transport and forwarding services in the space of railways of 1,520 mm gauge;

- coordination of the main directions of development of the market for international road transport services of the CIS member-states;

- development of agreed proposals to improve the transport infrastructure of the CIS highways;

- development and implementation of coordinated national programs for phased integration into European and world air navigation systems;

- creation of economic conditions stimulating the development of the aircraft fleet;

- improvement of regulatory and oversight mechanisms in the field of flight safety and the development of an international system of independent accident investigation;

- implementation of developments aimed at transport and logistics ensuring the interaction of modes of transport in international transport;

- formation of a system of multimodal transport and logistics centers;

- improving the system of information exchange, accounting and workflow based on the use of international standards and regulations;

- development and adoption within the CIS of international treaties that create legal conditions for the implementation of priority areas of transport cooperation;

- further harmonization of the legislation of the CIS member-states in the field of transport, including with a view to ensuring integration into European and Asian transport systems.

The implementation of these priority areas provides for the concretization of the tasks of cooperation in each type of transport and the continuity in the use of existing sectoral interstate ties.

The CIS member-states recognize the need to manage the process of resource and energy conservation, creating such legal conditions under which the maximum possible replacement of natural raw materials, in particular mineral, with secondary resources would be attractive and economically beneficial.

The economic development of the CIS member-states will be carried out in the framework of improving technologies to a level that allows for an absolute reduction in the specific consumption of raw materials and waste per unit of production and ensures the creation of a recycling system for secondary resources, and a reduction in environmental impact.

This implies a transition to the rational use of resources, including:

- creation, implementation and use of resource-saving technologies;

- creation of fundamentally new highly effective types of materials acting as substitutes for natural analogues;

- reduction of losses of natural resources at all stages of their processing and use;

- an increase in waste use at all stages of production;

- development of alternative energy sources, including non-traditional and renewable sources.
In the field of monetary and financial cooperation, further support of positive trends will be largely determined by the results of the formation of the CIS stock market, as well as the creation of an integrated foreign exchange market, the main purpose of which is to build an effective infrastructure for carrying out conversion operations with national currencies and, ultimately, to significantly increase their use in mutual settlements.

The priority areas for further development of monetary and financial cooperation of the CIS member-states are:

- the creation of a legal framework for the mutual admission of resident banks of CIS member-states to each other's foreign exchange markets in order to carry out conversion operations to service mutual foreign economic relations;

- development and implementation of the main principles of the policy in the field of currency regulation and currency control in the CIS member-states to bring their national currency legislation closer, taking into account international practice;

- development and implementation of measures to liberalize the financial services market in order to provide economic entities and financial institutions with free access to the financial services markets of the CIS member-states;

- determination and adoption of the procedure for agreeing on the main macroeconomic indicators of the development of the economy of the CIS member-states, initially providing for the recommendatory nature of its application;

- development of interaction in the field of information-analytical and advisory cooperation between central (national) banks;

- increasing the role of the Interstate Bank, including by focusing its activities on financing development programs in the CIS member-states;

- improving the supervision of banks and other financial institutions;

- further expansion of the use of national currencies of the CIS member-states in the practice of mutual cross-border settlements;

- creating conditions for the functioning of reliable and efficient money transfer mechanisms of citizens of the CIS member-states using a wide network of correspondent relations between commercial banks of the CIS member-states, international transfer systems and other modern information technologies.

It is planned to hold regular consultations with the heads of financial and economic bodies and central banks of the CIS member-states in order to develop joint decisions to minimize the impact of global financial crises.

In the field of cooperation between the tax authorities of the CIS member-states, interaction is expected in the following main areas:

- further improvement of the regulatory framework in order to create favorable legal and economic conditions for business entities, increase the competitiveness of the economies of the CIS member states and establish mutually beneficial economic ties on a multilateral basis;

- coordination of the main directions of the tax policy of the CIS member-states;

- monitoring the practice of application by tax authorities of CIS member-states of agreements (conventions) on avoidance of double taxation;

- preparation of proposals for the unification of forms and methods of tax control;

- exchange of information between the tax authorities of the CIS member-states in order to comply with tax laws, prevent and combat tax violations, prevent the legalization of proceeds from illegal activities;

- improving forms of international tax cooperation in the field of information exchange;

- organization of training and retraining of personnel of the tax services of the CIS member-states in accordance with international standards and requirements.

The cooperation of the customs authorities of the CIS member-states is supposed to be developed in the following main areas:

- phased approximation of the customs legislation of the CIS member-states based on the requirements of the World Customs Organization;

- harmonization of the customs legislation of the CIS member-states on the basis of the new customs codes that have entered into force and are currently in force or are preparing for entry into force, the provisions of which are based on international experience and international treaties, including the Kyoto Convention;

- inventory of the international legal framework of the CIS in the customs sphere;

- removal of barriers in transit of goods, facilitating the implementation of modern information technologies for the preliminary declaration of goods and vehicles.

Interstate innovative cooperation of the CIS member-states is an objective necessity and involves:

- creation of an interstate innovation space, combining the resources of national innovation systems, imparting a systematic character to innovative development and facilitating the use of scientific and technological developments and inventions;

- strengthening the innovative component of economic growth through the formation of national innovation systems and interstate innovation projects;

- implementation of measures to create import-substituting industries in certain segments of the economy;

- an increase in the share of industry, academic and university science in the formed systems of scientific, technical and innovative funds;

- formation of a full-fledged market for nano- and biochemical products, new materials and medicines. 

Cooperation in the field of informatization involves the creation of a framework for cooperation, which will be implemented through targeted programs of international cooperation in the agreed areas of activity. A package of measures to conduct a coordinated scientific, technical, organizational, legal and economic policy in this area will be further developed.

The main areas of cooperation in this area are:

- creation of national information and marketing centers with their integration into an interstate network to promote competitive goods and services;

- introduction of new technologies and improvement of standardization, certification, licensing and coordination of work on the management of quality of services;

- development and improvement of market relations through liberalization of the market for services;

- development of the potential of private enterprise;

- cooperation in the implementation of information technology of a new generation of passport and visa documents;

- ensuring the availability of modern information and communication services for the population.

The CIS member states will deepen and expand space cooperation by:

- implementation of a complex of measures for the development of mutually beneficial industrial, technological and scientific cooperation;

- carrying out research and development work in the field of research and use of outer space in the framework of interstate programs, taking into account the greatest savings in the overall use of resources and research results;

- use and development of global navigation satellite systems;

- conducting space exploration, including astrophysical research and the study of planets;

- the creation and development of ground-based space infrastructure;

- joining efforts of the CIS member-states to promote space products to domestic and world markets;

- the provision of commercial services for launching space objects of the CIS member-states, third countries and international organizations;

- development of conversion activities using space technology;

– research in space medicine and biology.
The implementation of exhibition, fair and congress activities will significantly expand the circle of participants in programs and projects of interstate cooperation, as well as provide an opportunity to intensify and make effective the interaction of CIS industry cooperation bodies.

This type of activity will be focused on industries that determine scientific and technological progress, including information and communication technologies, alternative energy sources, nanotechnologies, new construction materials, equipment and materials for the production of new medicines.

In order to develop trade and economic relations and increase the efficiency of interaction in the economic sphere, work will be carried out to create permanent exhibitions of the CIS member-states.

When developing and implementing the national strategy for economic development of the state, the CIS participants will take into account the areas provided for by the Strategy, as well as other areas that ensure the development of human capital, energy, food, demographic and environmental security.
Conclusion
The implementation of the Strategy will allow: to make fuller use of the socio-economic potential of CIS member-state and the Commonwealth as a whole, to expand their equal, mutually beneficial and multifaceted cooperation, and to steadily increase mutual economic ties; to increase the competitiveness of the economy of each CIS member-state, to confront the risks and threats of financial crises; to ensure access to a qualitatively new level of development, strengthen the position of the CIS member states in the world economy, and help bring citizens' welfare closer to the standards of developed countries. 

Implementation of the Economic Development Strategy will allow the CIS member-states to achieve the following key parameters:

	–
real GDP growth
	– by 2,4–2,7 times;

	–
growth in mutual trade
	– by 2,5–3 times;

	–
growth in labor productivity
	– by 2,5–3 times;

	–
reduction of energy intensity per GDP unit
	– by 70 %;

	–
spending on science at the end of the period,% of GDP
	– 3–4;

	–
education costs at the end of the period,

% to GDP
	– 5–6;

	–
health care costs at the end of the period,

% to GDP
	– 5–6;

	–
increase in the share of CIS member-states in the global economy
	– by 4,5–5 %;

	–
growth in income per capita
	– by 3,3–3,7 times;

	–
decile income ratio (ratio of 10% of the rich to 10% of the poor)
	– no more than 5 times.


The implementation of the Strategy will be carried out through the development of plans for its implementation, which will reflect the quality features of each stage. In priority areas of economic cooperation, individual sectoral programs will be developed.

The complexity of the planned activities will allow to coordinate as much as possible the activities of the CIS member states to ensure targeted and coordinated actions in all areas of the implementation of the Strategy.
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